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The  following  resoliUion  was  passed  by  the  first  Congregational 
Church  in  Heath,  at  a  lecture  preparatory  to  the  Communion,  April  1, 
1852. 

Resolved : — That  this  church  entertain  a  grateful  remembrance  of 
the  Rev.  Moses  Miller,  their  former  Pastor,  and  his  faithful  labors  with 
them  for  thirty-six  years  j  and  that  we  hereby  express  to  him  our  sen- 
timents of  high  regard,  and  affectionately  invite  him  to  deliver  an 
Anniversary  Discourse  to  this  people,  at  some  convienent  time  which 
he  may  name.  -    .  . 
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SALUTATION. 


BY  REV.  A.  GRAVES.,  PRESENT  PASTOR 


Venerable  Father  : 

I  am  happy  in  being  pennittetl,  in  behalf  of  this 
church  and  people,  to  welcome  you  here  to-day  ;  and  to  ex- 
press to  you  our  thanks  that  you  have  come,  in  compliance 
whh  our  solicitation,  to  address  us  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion. We  rejoice  in  the  kind  providence  which  has  length- 
ened out  your  days  to  this  advanced  period  of  life,  and 
given  you  health  and  strength  to  appear  among  us. 

But  the  face  of  things  has  changed  very  much  in 
this  community  since  your  first  acquaintance  wiih  it.  It  is 
true,  the  hills  and  valleys,  with  which  you  have  been  so 
long  conversant,  are  as  of  old.  But  the  dense  forests  on 
the  north  have  disappeared,  and  to-day  we  see  in  their 
places,  cultivated  farms  and  prosperous  neighborhoods. 
Advancing  with  the  times  we  have  more  commodious  dwell- 
ings, and  have  drawn  around  us  more  of  the  comforts  of 
life. 

But  it  is  in  the  people  that  the  greatest  changes  meet  you. 
The  fathers  and  mothers  whom  you  knew  in  your  early 
ministry  long  since  ceased  their  pilgrimage.  Most  of  their 
funerals  you  attended/  The  generations  over  which  you 
were  settled  have  passed  away,  with  here  and  there  a  soli- 
tary exception.  You  look  to-day  upon  their  children  of  the 
second,  and  even  third  generations,  who  have  come  up  hith- 
er once  more  to  greet  you — to  listen  to  your  voice,  and  to 
hear  of  former  days. 


.0*;. 


But  the  changes  have  not  all  been  with  the  people  of 
your  former  charge.  Most  of  your  nunaerous  family  sleep 
with  the  dead.  Not  only  while  here,  but  in  your  absence 
also,  you  have  been  called  repeatedly  to  drink  of  aiUiction, 
sweetened  though  it  has  been  by  the  grace  of  God.  We 
greet  not  her,*  to-day,  who  sympathized  with  you  and 
cheered  you  on  in  your  labors  and  responsibilities  as  the 
pastor  of  this  people  ;  and  who  shared  with  you  in  the  cares 
and  anxieties  attending  the  rearing  of  your  family.  Nor  do 
you  find,  in  the  old  family  dwelling,  the  daughtert  whom 
you  left,  whose  liand  was  ever  ready  to  administer  to  your 
comfort.  Nor  do  Wv-^  see  here  to-day  that  sonj  of  promise 
suddenly  stricken  down  in  thv>  midst  of  cherished  liopes  and 
high  raised  expectations  in  those  who  knew  him.  Surely 
my  dear  sir,  in  your  absence  the  chastening  hand  of  God 
has  still  followed  you.  You  have  not  reached  your  ad- 
vanced age  WMthout  experiencing  many  of  the  rough  touches 
of  time,  and  the  sore  discipline  of  your  heavenly  Father. 
But  accustomed  as  you  are  to  resolve  these  things  into  the 
wise  and  good  providence  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well, 
they  have  not  been,  by  the  grace  of  God,  unattended  with 
a  hallowed  influence  upon  your  own  mind. 

Standing  as  I  now  do  in  the  position  which  you  so  long 
occupied  as  the  pastor  of  this  church  and  people,  and  enter- 
ing into  your  labors — as  I  look  at  the  history  of  your  minis- 
try here,  and  learn  its  results,  in  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
your  labors,  I  am  impressed  with  the  thought  that  it  was  a 
privileged  ministry.  Few  pastors,  in  a  field  no  more  pop- 
ulous, have  been  permitted  to  reap  so  rich  a  harvest.  In 
this  connection  the  reminescenes  of  the  past  must  be  attend- 
ed with  interest  to  yourself  as  events  crowd  upon  your 
mind — and  not  only  to  yourself,  but  to  others  also  who  felt 

*  See  Appendix  A.    f  Sec  Appendix  B.    J  See  Appendix  (J. 
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a  common  solicitude  with  you  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion, 
and  who  to-day  greet  you  as  their  spiritual  fatlier. 

I  deem  myself  authorized  here  to  assure  you  of  the  kind 
feelings  and  liigh  regard  still  entertained  for  you  by  this 
community.  It  is  evinced  in  extending  to  you  the  invitation 
to  address  us,  and  in  the  readiness  with  which  every  call,  in 
providing  for  this  occasion  has  been  responded  to,  and  in  the 
crowded  asscnibly  now  before  you,  composed  not  alone  of 
those  who  shared  in  the  benefits  of  your  ministry  now  resid- 
ing in  town,  but  of  many  from  adjoining  towns,  and  from 
distant  homes  who  have  come  here  once  more  to  take  you 
by  the  hand,  to  welcome  you  to  their  hearts,  to  mingle  iheir 
sympathies  and  joys  with  ours  as  we  together  review  with 
you  the  history  of  the  past,  all  which  may  assure  you  that 
the  people  for  -whose  welfare  you  labored  so  many  years, 
and  to  whom  you  devoted  your  best  days  still  rcmembei' 
you  with  aHection  and  esteem  ;  and  your  memory  will  be 
embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  their  children. 

But  I  must  not  take  the  time  which  belongs  to  you. 

In  the  name  of  this  church  and  people,  with  this  hand,  I 
tender  you  our  hearty  thanks  for  your  response  to  our  call, 
and  our  best  wishes  that  your  days  may  be  lengihened  out 
in  peace,  and  in  the  rich  enjoyment  of  that  gosj^el  in  its 
personal  benefits  which  you  so  long  and  so  faithfully  preach- 
ed in  this  place  ;  and  it  shall  ahvays  be  reckoned  among  our 
choicest  blessings  to  know  that  we  have  a  place  in  your 
prayers  and  kind  remembrances. 


*i 


SCRIPTURES  SELECTED. 


BY  THE  PASTOR. 


Let  the  heavens  be  glad  and  let  the  earth  rejoice  ;  and 
let  man  say  among  the  nations,  The  Lord  reignelh.  Give 
unto  the  Lord  ye  kindreds  of  the  people  ;  give  unto  the 
Lord  glory  and  strength.  Give  unto  the  liOrd  the  glory 
due  unto  his  name.''  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mer- 
cy ;  for  thou  hast  considered  my  trouble  :  thou  ha: t  known 
my  soul  in  adversities.''  My  flesh  and  my  heart  faileth  ; 
but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  forever.*^ 
I  was  with  you  in  weakness,  and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trem- 
bling. And  my  speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with 
enticing  words  of  man's  v/isdom,  but  in  demonstration  of 
the  S[)irlt,  and  of  pov/er;  ilmi  your  fail h  should  not  stand 
in  the  v/isdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God/^  For  the 
priest's  lips  should  keep  knowledge,  and  they  should  seek 
the  law  at  his  mouth;  for  he  is  the  messenger  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  The  law  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquity 
was  not  found  in  his  lips  :  he  walked  with  me  in  peace  and 
equity,  and  did  turn  many  away  from  his  ini([uity.'' 

And  I  beseech  you  brethren  sufler  the  word  of  exhorta- 
tion.'   Let  brotherly  love  continue.-    Live  peaceably  with 


"1  Chro.  10:  31.  28;  20.  'Ts.  31:  7.  T^s.  73:  3(K  ^2 
Cor.  2  :  3,  4.  5.    ^Mal.  2  :  7,  0.    aieb.  13  :  22.    ^Tleb.  13  :  1. 


ail  men.^  Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,  so  shalt  tboii 
dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed/  I  have 
been  young,  and  now  am  old,  yet  have  1  not  seen  the  right- 
eous forsaken,  nor  his  seed  begging  bread  .J  They  that 
trust  in  ihe  Lord  shall  be  as  ]\rount  Zion>  But  he  that  en- 
dureth  to  the  end  shall  be  saved. ^ 

God  is  my  record  bow  greatly  1  long  after  you  all  in  the 
bowels  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  this  1  pray,  that  your  love 
may  abound  yet  more  and  more  in  knowledge,  and  in  all 
judgment.'" 

I  saw  your  fathers  as  the  first  ripe  in  ihe  fig  tree  at  her  first 
time."  AV^e  took  sweet  counsel  togelhur  and  walked  lo  the 
house  of  God  in  company."  And  behold  ye  have  risen  up 
ill  your  father's- stead. i'  Thine  own  friend  and  thy  father's 
friend  forsake  not.'^  But  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord  greatly,  that 
now  at  the  last,  your  care  of  me  hath  flourisbed  again, 
wherein  ye  were  also  careful,  but  ye  lacked  opportunity.'" 

And  behold,  this  day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  tbe  earth, 
and  ye  know  in  all  your  hearts,  and  in  your  souls,  that  not 
one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord 
your  God  spake  concerning  you."*  If  there  be  therefore 
any  consolation  in  Christ,  if  any  comfort  of  love,  if  any 
fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  fuliil  ye 
my  joy,  that  ye  be  like  minded,  having  the  san^e  love,  bcnng 
of  one  accord,  of  one  mind.^ 

And  behold  I  come  quickly  :  and  my  reward  is  with  me, 
to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be."  Even 
so,  come.  Lord  Jesus.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  you  all.  Amen.'' 

»>R()in.  12  :  18.  Ts.  37  :  3.  a^s.  37  :  25.  ''Ps.  125  :  1.  'Mat. 
10:  22,    '"Phil.  1  :  8,1).      Hos.  \)  :  10.  55:  11.  I'Nuin. 

32:  M.  'jProv.  27  :  10.  '"Pliil.  1:  10.  "^Jush.  23  :  11.  'Phil. 
2:1.    ^'Rev.  22  :  12.    'Rev.  22  :  20,  21. 


DISCOURSE. 


Psalm  77:  10,  11,  12.  But  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  Most  High.  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord  ; 
surely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of  old.  I  will  meditate  also  of  all 
thy  work;  and  talk  of  thy  doings. 

My  text  I  have  chosen  for  a  motto  rather  than  a 
particuLar  subject  of  discussion,  yet  I  shall  regard  its 
general  sentiment  somewhat  as  a  landmark  to  guide 
in  this  discourse.  Not  a  few  facts,  but  the  general 
facts  of  a  man's  history  aro  needful  to  be  known, 
to  know  his  character.  God  cannot  be  known  in  the 
best,  the  most  desirable  sense  to  effect  in  our  minds 
a  contrast,  uniform,  firm  and  consoling  confidence, 
without  a  general  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  past, 
present,  and  to  some  extent  of  his  future  acts  in 
the  moral  government  of  this  world. 

The  former  is  actual  history  ;  the  latter  is  history 
in  anticipation.  *  The  Bible  itself  is  but  a  history  of 
facts  occurring  in  the  providence  of  God,  being  con- 
troled  and  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  great 
moral  ends  together  with  the  principles,  laws,  spirit 
and  gracious  provisions  of  his  moral  government. 

Thus  the  study  of  the  bible  and  history  of  the 
world  lays  almost  the  only  foundation  for  wise  con- 
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elusions  and  true  knowledge.  To  know  the  facts 
then,  past,  present  and  future  of  God's  Providential 
acts,  is  to  know  God  and  to  know  man,  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  knowledge. 

In  accordance  with  the  design  of  this  occasion, 
and  the  general  sentiment  of  my  text,  I  shall  give 
a  brief  history  of  this  Town  and  religious  society. 
And  in  this  I  shall  more  particularly  dwell  upon 
means  and  their  results,  moral  causes  and  tlieir  ef- 
fects. The  more  common  statistics  brought  for\Yard 
on  such  an  occasion,  though  very  useful  in  their  place, 
are  not  the  best  things  to  make  the  most  useful  and 
lasting  impressions.  I  shall  very  seldom  mention,  or 
allude  to  individuals  or  names.  I  shall  give  no  his- 
tory of  other  denominations  or  religious  societies,- 
though  I  cherish  kind  sentiments  to  them  all. 

The  Providence  of  God  is  often  very  manifest  in 
the  settlement  of  towns  and  counties.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  first  inhabitants  does  much  in  giving  a 
form  and  character  to  the  population. 

The  Puritans  have  impressed  much  of  their  own 
character  upon  New  England  societ}^,  and  through 
them  have  imparted  it  more  or  less  to  our  \\holo 
country. 

We  retain  still  something  of  the  Puritan  character, 
in  some  recpects  imj)roved ;  in  other  respects  the 
progress  has  been  backward.  The  early  inhabitants  of 
this  community  Vr'ere  generally  from  AVorcester  county 
and  numbers  from  the  town  of  AVorcester,  the  place  of 
my  nativity,  and  where  I  united  with  a  church  of 
^vhich  some  of  my  ancestors  had  been  members  nearly  a 
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century  before.  They  were  trained  up  in  some  respects 
under  different  Theological  systems  and  under  different 
moral  influences ;  but  a  majority  of  them  at  least 
brought  with  them  a  good  measure  of  the  Puritan  char- 
acter and  Puritan  doctrines  somewhat  diluted  by  Armin- 
ianism  or  modified  by  too  much  bearing  to  ultra  Calvin- 
ism ;  and  some  few  were  early  trained  under  moral 
influences,  far  from  being  salutary.  It  is  profitable  to 
observe  the  shade  and  cast  of  opinions  and  moral  charac- 
ter these  first  families  and  individuals  have  given  to  tho 
generations  that  sprang  from  them.  Some  are  and  were 
better  than  their  fathers :  others,  as  is  not  uncommon  in 
this  degenerating  world,  have  degenerated.  But  most 
of  those  who  have  S])rung  from  a  majority  of  these 
families  have  been  and  are  more  or  less  respectable  and 
useful  in  the  world.  The  sons  of  some  have  been  as 
plants  grown  up  in  their  youth  and  their  daughters  as 
polished  stones,  polished  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace. 
But  those  who  originated  from  a  degenerate  root  have 
been  mostly  the  degenerate  plants  of  a  strange  vine, 
but  little  else  than  a  public  nuisance. 

Here  is  wisdom  for  pareiits  to  learn.  And  what  re- 
flecting parent  but  must  feel  the  importance  of  possess- 
ing correct  principles  and  a  correct  moral  deportment 
with  seasonable  discipline  and  instructions,  to  exert  a 
healthful  influence  upon  his  family.  The  decidedly  pre- 
ponderating influence  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  this 
Town  was  in  favor  of  sustaining  good  morals,  the  institu- 
tions of  Christianity,  and  a  well  educated  society.  They 
possessed  rather  an  unusual  share  of  intelligence,  and 
talents,  and  much  simplicity  of  manners.    They  were 


11 


12 


true  republicans,  but  not  demagogues.  Very  few  emi- 
nent for  piety,  and  j^et  a  church  going  people.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  what  is  now  Heath  began  to  bo  set-! 
tied  about  a  century  ago. 

On  its  northern  limits  was  a  fort,  one  of  a  line  of  forts 
on  the  northern  portion  of  this  state  to  defend  the  in- 
habitants against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.  Before 
the  American  revolution  there  were  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  this  territoy  though  not  incorpo- 
rated as  a  Town.  It  furnished,  I  believe,  its  due  pro- 
portion of  men  to  fight  for  the  liberties  of  our  country. 

It  was  the-  residence  of  one  brave  field  officer,  who 
served  his  country  during  our  revolutionary  struggle. 
Ho  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  fought  and 
bled  in  that  memorable  action.  He  took  also  a  consider- 
able prominent  part  in  other  important  battles.  The 
name  of  Colonel  Maxwell  is  mentioned  in  the  history  of 
our  Eevolution.  He  sacrificed  not  a  little,  with  others, 
to  secure  our  freedom.  And  after  the  revolution,  during 
tShay's  insurrection,  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Cliar- 
lemont  exhibited  a  more  loyal  spirit  than  the  other  part. 

In  this  they  showed  that  they  had  not  contended  for  a 
liberty  that  every  man  might  do  that  which  seemed  right 
in  his  own  eyes ;  to  be  delivered  from  the  oppression  of 
one  species  of  tyranny,  to  become  subject  to  another 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  the  most  oppressive 
tyranny,  that  poor  humanity  ever  endured. 

Our  freedom  cost  too  much  expenditure  of  treasure 
and  blood  and  individual  sacrifice  to  be  thus,  at  that,  or 
at  other  time,  thrown  away  to  the  four  winds.  A  largo 
portion  of  this  territory  which  is  now  Heath,  being  a  part 
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of  Charlemont  for  nearly  half  a  century,  together  with  a 
large  forest  unsold,  belonging  to  persons  residing  in  Eng- 
land, was  incorporated  in  1781.  It  was  culled  Heath, 
after  the  name  of  General  Iloath  of  Iloxbury,  then  an 
influential  member  of  the  Legislature.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  South  School  House,  ]\Iarch  21, 
1785.  Heath  has  therefore  been  an  organized,  civil 
community  07  years.  The  church  was  organized  April 
15,  1785.  So  that  provision  was  immediately  made  for 
the  enjoyment  of  christian  privileges.  Mr.  Leavitt, 
whose  premises  belonged  to  this  town  in  the  division  of 
Charlemont,  •  and  wdio  was  the  first  minister  of  Char- 
lemont, officiated,  with  others,  as  religious  teachers. 
This  town  had  no  settled  pastor  for  something  more  than 
five  years  after  its  incorporation.  The  church  when  or- 
ganized consisted  of  l>5  members ;  20  males  and  15 
females.  I  believe  there  was  then  but  one  family  which 
did  not  belong  to  this  religious  society. 

Of  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  territory  incorpo- 
rated into  the  town  of  Heath,  a  larger  proportion  Avere 
of  the  better  class  than  of  those  who  still  belonged  to 
Charlemont ;  though  now  it  may  be  otherwise. 

In  Charlemont  in  former  days,  whatever  it  may  be 
now,  there  existed  something  of  the  spirit  of  mobocracy, 
especially  in  reference  to  their  first  minister,  the  He  v. 
Mr.  Leavilt.  With  this  spirit  very  few  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Heath  sympathized,  though  they  had  the  same 
grounds  of  dissatisfaction. 

How  much  provocatiun  there  was  to  this  state  of  feel- 
ing and  action,  for  some  of  it  was  (pilte  outrageous,  I  am 
not  able  to  state,  but  whether  more,  or  less,  it  did  not 
justify  the  course  pursued. 
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We  would  cast  the  mantle  of  charity  over  the  defects 
of  the  past  with  the  hope  that  coming  generations  may 
cast  the  m.antle  of  charity  over  ours. 

The  church  edifice,  an  unfinished  building,  to  which  in 
former  times,  the  people  of  Cliarlemont,  Ilawley  and 
Buckland  resorted  to  attend  public  Avorship,  was  located 
on  the  southern  boundary  of  Heath.  Thus  this  Mount 
was  a  mount  of  Zion,  whither  the  tribes  of  our  Israel 
around  repaired  to  offer  their  sacrifices  to  Israel's  God. 
Some  came  on  horseback,  some  on  foot  for  miles  around, 
carrying  their  infant  children  in  their  arms.  Some 
waded,  some  forded,  and  some  boated  the  rapid  Deer- 
field,  or  crossed  on  its  frozen  waters.  Some  came  on 
sleds,  perhaps  a  few  in  sleighs,  but  none  ever  came  in 
anything  like  the  vehicles  of  the  present  day.  And 
when  they  had  assembled,  they  had  no  cushions  to  be 
seated  upon,  but  a  rough,  hard  board  and  no  back  to 
lean  against.  And  they  had  at  that  time  long  prayers 
and  long  sermons.  This  is  the  place  where  your  parents 
and  grand-parents  and  great-grand-parents  and  some  per- 
haps present,  in  childhood  worshipped,  and  these,  some  of 
the  attending  circumstances.  This  same  building,  re- 
moved to  the  central  part  of  this  town  and  finished,  was 
the  christian  Temple  in  which  I  preached  more  than  thirty 
years  ;  in  which  frequent  showers  of  heavenly  influence 
descended  upon  the  congregation. 

In  this  house  were  many  refreshing  communion  sea- 
sons in  Avhich  numbers  were  received  to  the  fellowsliip  of 
this  church.  At  one  period,  the  Sabbath  School  assem- 
bled in  this  house  numbered  more  than  five  hundred. 
And  hundreds  in  this  house  of  God  in  its  former  and 
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latter  location  I  believe  have  been  trained  to  worship  in 
a  temple  not  made  with  hands. 

Many  hallowed  and  pleasant  associations  cluster  around 
this  ancient  building  in  which  some  of  you  and  *  your 
ancestors  worshipped.  And  though  we  had  a  new  church 
erected  more  in  the  style  and  taste  of  the  present  day, 
but  as  yet  the  glory  of  the  former  exceeds  the  glory  of 
the  latter  house. 

When  the  edifice  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  was 
removed  from  the  southern  limits  of  this  town  to  a  cen- 
tral position,  the  way  was  prepared  to  have  a  settled  pas- 
ter. The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Strong  of 
Williamsburgh.  lie  was  ordained  October  27,  1790, 
and  was  dismissed  June  10,  1803.  The  real  ground  of 
his  dismission,  I  believe,  was  too  great  devotion  to  his 
temporal  interests.  It  w\as  quite  evident  that  during  his 
ministry  this  moral  field  was  not  highly  cultivated,  still 
during  his  labors  as  a  pastor,  there  were  by  letter  and 
profession  40  added  to  the  church  ;  and  there  were  three 
seasons  of  unusual  interest  in  the  years  1792,  1797,  and 
1800. 

Though  the  first  minister  in  Heath  was  dismissed  after 
what  was  then  deemed  a  abort  period,  and  dissatisfaction 
was  expressed  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, yet  I  think  it  was  not  characteristic  of  this  people 
to  quarrel  Avith  their  minister.  I  believe  I  can  say  in 
truth,  that  it  was  more  than  usually  characteristic  of 
them,  in  those  days  at  least,  to  respect  the  ministerial  of- 
fice and  reverence  their  minister.  I  myself  am  a  living 
witness  of  this.  In  the  midst  of  all  my  imperfections, 
and  they  were  man}^,  I  enjoyed  more  regard  and  respect  by 
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them  than  I  had  reason  to  hope  for,  from  depraved  hu- 
manity, during  a  period  of  30  years.  To  this  fact, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  I  attribute  much  of  my  suc- 
cess, as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  this  place. 

Among  this  people  there  ^vas  unanimity  in  their  politi- 
cal sentiments.  Five  sixths  or  move  ^verc  in  favor  of 
the  Washingtonian  and  Federal  Administration.  Yet 
party  spirit  had  some  influence  to  disturb  their  social  and 
religious  interests — a  spirit  ever  to  be  deprecated  and 
guarded  against  as  having  a  demoralizing  tendency. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  an  industrious  and 
provident  people.  Idlers  and  loungers  could  find  rarely 
an  associate  here.  The  hands  of  every  man  and  Avoman 
and  child  were  busily  emplo3^ed.  There  were  for  many 
years  no  distracting  law-suits,  nor  criminal  acts  which 
called  for  legal  prosecutions.  Lawyers  vrould  have  been 
obliged  to  beg  their  bread,  and  courts  of  justice  Avould 
have  had  but  little  employment  had  every  other  town  in 
the  county  been  like  this. 

But  it  is  the  religious  history  of  Heath  which  contains 
the  most  interesting  incidents  and  which  Avere  the  basis 
of  those  blessings  for  which  this  town  has  been  distin- 
guished. And  as  my  ministry  included  more  than  half 
the  period  since  this  town  was  incorporated,  and  thrice 
as  long  as  that  of  the  aggregate  ministry  that  has  suc- 
ceeded me,  it  seemed  suitable  that  this  service  should 
devolve  on  me  ;  a  service  in  many  respects  very  delight- 
ful but  in  some  respects  painful. 

I  must  in  this  part  of  the  history  necessarily  allude  to 
myself  more  than  would  be  suitable  in  other  circumstan- 
ces, yet  v^'hatever  good  I  may  have  done  as  an  instru- 
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ment,  I  feel  that  God  only  is  worthy  to  be  exalted,  and  it 
is  simply  relating  what  God  has  wrought  as  the  great 
efficient  agent. 

I  was  ordained  December  26,  1804.  I  did  not  enter 
my  ministry  here  without  opposition,  and  this  opposition 
was,  as  far  as  I  know  confined  to  the  church.  Nearly 
one  sixth  of  its  members  voted,  and  eventually  protested 
against  my  settlement.  Two  of  whom  were  important 
members,  who  in  a  sliort  time  were  among  my  most  sub- 
stantial friends. 

I  learned  that  this  opposition  was  solely  on  account  of 
my  sentiments.  In  other  respects,  poor  as  my  services 
were,  they  were  quite  acceptable. 

This  opposition  did  not  appear  tosine  to  be  a  sufficient 
ground  for  a  negative  answer.  And  I  have  never  had 
occasion  to  regret  my  decision. 

In  this  field  of  labor,  I  found  there  was  much  work 
to  be  done,  besides  preaeliing  on  the  sabbath.  The  first 
work  was  a  very  obvious  case  of  discipline.  Though  at 
first  there  was  some  demurring  in  the  case,  yet  it  was 
finally  issued  with  great  unanimity.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
opinion  of  members  of  this  church,  that  if  a  confession 
is  made,  in  whatever  circumstances,  it  must  be  consid- 
ered as  satisfactory.  In  this  case,  tliough  the  offender 
made  a  confession,  the  vote  of  acceptance  was  suspended, 
that  the  offender  might  test  the  genuineness  of  his  re- 
pentance. The  sequel  proved,  as  was  expected,  no 
reform,  but  rather  an  aggravation  of  the  offences.  The 
offender  was  excommunicated. 

Another  measure  adopted  was  the  formation  of  a  Cat- 
ecJietical  Class  of  children  which  I  instructed  on  the 
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eabbath  during  the  intermission.  Emerson's  catechism 
was  committed  to  memory  by  the  children,  and  in  the 
recitation  it  was  briedy  ex[»laincd  to  them. 

This  catechism  contained  a  conci3e  statement  and  vicv,' 
of  christian  doctrines,  a  short  hiitory  of  soms  facts  in^ 
teresting  to  children,  related  in  the  Bible,  and  Westmin- 
ister's Shorter  Catechism. 

This  course  was  pursued  from  tlio  early  part  of  my 
ministry  till  the  sabbath  school  vras  formed,  and  may 
have  had  some  influence  in  giving  an  earlier  interest  to 
this  institution  in  this  place. 

A  Catechetical  class  also  of  youth,  mostly  females, 
was  formed.  In  these  two  clas303  there  v;ere  about 
seventy  or  eighty  chiklren  and  youth. 

In  these  exercises  I  had  a  more  direct  access  to  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  children  and  youth,  and  with  the 
countenance  and  aid  of  parents,  and  the  blessing  of 
God,  much  good  was  done.  I  have  been  surprised  at 
the  fact  when  I  have  thought  of  the  fccblencGS  and  de- 
fects of  my  instrumentiility.  As  f.'.r  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  facts,  all  the  children,  which  were  about 
fifty  or  sixty,  who  regularly  attended  my  Catechetical 
class  on  the  sabbath,  and  the  youth  v.ho  recited  the  iJib- 
lical  Catechism  who  lived  to  niAnhojd,  became  profeSLors 
of  religion. 

And  those  also  v,ho  roguhirly  attended  the  cabLaih 
school  generally  have  becjine  professors  of  religion, 
though  they  have  not  all  united  v.lrh  this  church.  There 
was  a  far  greater  proportion  of  tliose  who  were  children, 
and  those  in  years  of  minority,  who  became  hopefully 
pious  than  of  those  who  had  arrived  to  mandood  when  I 
first  became  a  pastor  of  this  church  and  society. 
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As  there  was  some  discrepancy  in  tlic  theological  opin- 
ions of  this  church  and  society,  as  I  have  before  sug- 
gested, arising  from  the  different  religious  instructions  in 
the  towns  from  Avliich  they  removed  to  tLis  pL^.ce,  I  felt 
the  importance  of  exhibiting  systematically  the  great 
doctrines  of  revealed  religion. 

In  this  effort  I  became  much  interested  and  inotructed, 
and  though  my  sermons  were  quite  imperfect  in  richness 
and  variety  of  thought  and  argument  and  illustration, 
having  received  no  regular  theological  instruction,  yet  I 
think  they  effected  som^ething  in  harmonizing  the  relig- 
ious sentiments  of  the  church,  and  in  stiunping  an  im- 
press of  truth-  to  some  extent  upon  the  minds  of  the  vh- 
ing  generation. 

Bible  instruction  was  given  in  different  neighborhoods 
by  way  of  questions  and  answers  in  part,  and  in  part  by 
short  lectures  upon  poitions  of  scripture  j  reviously  as- 
signed. This  was  tliouglit  to  be  a  more  useful  religious 
exercise  in  v,x-ckly  meetings  than  mere  exhortations  oi'  in- 
struction given  in  the  form  of  a  sermon. 

LIcre  exhortation  soon  becomes  stereotyped  and  stale 
and  begets  satiety,  unless  when  there  is  a  deep  religious 
interest,  and  even  then,  exhortation  should  be  based  upon 
some  bible  truth  commending  itself  to  the  conscience  and 
experience  of  men.  Tliis  is  reciprocal  instruction.  The 
minister  as  well  as  the  hearer  may  be  a  learner.  Every 
reflecting  man,  though  he  has  never  seen  a  Theological 
Seminary  may  give  a  new  form  to  christian  truth,  which 
may  make  it  both  interesting  and  instractivo  ;  especially 
if  in  his  heart  the  love  of  Christ  has  a  commanding  ii> 
fiacnce.    Dr.  Chalmers  in  writing  his  lectures  on  Ro- 
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mans  consulted  an  illiterate  Avoman  of  large  christian 
experience  upon  some  points  in  experimental  religion. 
And  he  found  that  she  could  instruct  him. 

IMinisters  we  well  know  are  not  Popes,  though  some 
perhaps  may  wish  to  be.  They  are  not  infallible  in  their 
opinions.  They  need  to  be  instructed  as  well  as  to  in- 
struct. 

Now  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  is  unlike  mere  ex- 
citement which  exhausts  and  satiates,  and  must  in  its 
very  nature  be  periodical. 

One  degree  of  progress  here  creates  a  keener  relish 
for  another  degree  ;  and  every  \\q\v  truth  discovered  pro- 
duces additional  satisfaction.  And  we  know  that  it  is 
by  an  enlightened  conscience  and  a  cultivated  intellectj 
that  right  affections  are  produced  and  sustained  in  the 
mind.  The  preacher,  if  he  takes  the  word  for  his  guide 
and  studies  it  profoundly,  never  need  fear  wearying  or 
satiating  his  people  in  imparting  to  them  knowledge  ;  es- 
pecially if  he  make  Christ  his  exemplar  in  his  manner  of 
doing  it.  Nor  need  he  be  solicitous  with  regard  to  the 
results  of  his  labors,  for  ten  christians  of  enlightened 
piety  and  stability  are  better  than  a  hundred  whose  piety 
is  ephemeral  and  who  are  unstable  as  water. 

To  pursue  our  history,  I  remark,  that  unusual  efforts 
were  made  to  improve  our  primary  schools.  And  we 
were  the  first,  or  among  the  first,  who  established  select 
schools.  This  gave  our  youth  generally  an  opportunity, 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  have  enjoyed  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  of  literature.  These 
schools  were  well  and  profitably  sustained.  A  number 
of  our  females  enjoyed  Miss  Mary  Lyon's  instruction 


while  she  taught  in  this  vicinity.  These  various  means 
gave  a  moral  and  literary  elevation  to  the  young  in  this 
community.  And  we  acquired  so  much  celebrity  abroad, 
that  our  youth  were  often  sought  for  as  teachers. 

Allow  me  to  state  a  fact  ^^lth  regard  to  myself, — not 
with  a  view  to  exhibit  myself  as  a  model  j>astor,  or  as 
better  than  my  brethren,  for  we  all  have  a  perfect  pat- 
tern of  imitation,  and  it  is  better  for  us  to  walk  in-the 
steps  of  the  great  Teacher,  than  in  those  of  fallible  erring 
man.  The  fact  that  I  would  state  is,  that  as  I  believed 
God  had  assigned  me  a  field  best  adapted  for  me  to  cul- 
tivate, and  had  given  mo  favor  among  this  people,  that  I 
was  under  peculiar  obligation  to  employ  whatever  of  in- 
tellectual or  physical  strength  I  possessed  in  cultivating  it. 

I  did  not  feel  that  my  talents  vrere  adapted  to  a  wide 
and  conspicuous  sphere  of  action,  but  were  adapted  to 
the  people  among  v»hom  I  dwelt.  Thus  my  eye  with- 
out any  desire  for  any  other  field  was  fixed  upon  this,  as 
the  eye  of  a  farmer  is  upon  his  own  lands. 

My  sermons  w^ere  made  with  my  mind  and  heart  upon 
this  moral  field.    They  were  made  for  my  own  people. 

Though  I  aimed  to  avoid 'Cvery  thing  personal,  yet  I 
meant  to  have  my  people  understand  that  I  was  preach- 
ing to  them,  and  that  my  subjects  were  chosen  to  con- 
form to  their  varied  circumstances.  I  aimed  to  convince 
the  conscience,  and  enlighten  the  judgment,  rather  than 
to  excite  the  passions  ;  or  to  move  the  heart  through  the 
conscience  and  judgment.  For  blind  passion  is  a  very 
wayward  thing.  It  leads  men  we  know  not  whither.  I 
may  perhaps  make  an  exception  to  this  general  remark. 
For  a  short  season,  commencing  about  the  year  1830,  I 
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was  so  far  loosened  from  my  moorings,  by  the  current  of 
excitement  ^Yhicll  was  sweeping  through  the  land,  that 
to  a  considerable  extent,  I  aimed  to  excite  the  passions. 
Many  of  the  sermons  I  then  wrote  I  have  ever  since 
thought  were  more  fit  to  be  committed  to  the  flames  than 
to  be  preserved. 

Then  excitement  was  the  order  of  the  day  and  was 
carried  out,  not  only  to  weariness  and  exhaustion,  but 
in  some  instances,  even  ad  nauseam.  But  though  I  say 
these  things  I  have  very  sensibly  felt  that  no  one  ought 
to  have  so  much  of  earnestness  as  the  minister  in  preach- 
ing the  gospel.  It  is  the  most  important  message  ever  com- 
municated to  rben.  It  is  the  messaire  of  salvation  to  the 
soul.  And  none  ought  to  be  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  any 
truth,  as  the  minister,  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  or  feel  the 
power  of  any  truth  so  much  as  the  minister,  the  poNver  of 
the  gospel.  I  protend  not  that  I  have  been  such  a  min- 
ister, but  I  have  the  consciousness  of  aiming  to  be  such 
an  one.  I  have  felt  very  sensibly  the  need  of  praying 
to  be  directed  to  such  topics  as  would  administer  suitable 
and  seasonable  truth.  And  frequently  I  have  not  known 
for  the  time  being  why  I  chose  the  topics  I  did  choose, 
only  in  reading  the  scriptures  they  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion upon  my  mind.  And  I  felt  the  need  of  much 
prayer  in  making  my  sermons.  I  felt  also  that  to  deliv- 
er a  sermon  with  a  spirit  in  conformity  to  the  truth  was 
quite  as  capital  a  work  as  the  composing  of  a  sermon. 

And  after  all  this  is  done,  it  may  all  be  like  beating 
the  air,  unless  the  blessing  of  heaven  be  invoked  and 
granted  to  give  effect  to  truth.  These  were  some  of  the 
means,  so  far  as  I  an  individual  was  concerned,  that  were 
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used  for  the  good  of  this  people.  In  recounting  these, 
I  am  only  recounting  what  God  wrought  among  us.  It 
is  remembering  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  none  have 
cause  to  glory  but  in  him. 

There  were  numbers  in  this  church  who  were  very 
sensibly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  divine  bless- 
ing to  give  efficacy  to  the  various  means  that  were  in 
operation.  This  is  no  doubt  the  experience  to  some  ex- 
tent of  every  church  of  Christ;  but  it  seems  to  me, 
that  in  this  respect,  certainly  so  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned, this  church  was  peculiarly  blessed.  At  some 
periods  I  have  witnessed  a  fervor,  importunity  and  per- 
severance in  prayer,  accompanied  apparently  with  great 
humility  and  strong  faith  in  the  power  and  grace  of  God 
to  an  extent  that  I  have  never  witnessed  in  any  other 
church  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted.  And  two 
individuals  who  have  removed  from  this  church,  and  have 
since  been  united  with  several  churhes,  men  of  experi- 
ence and  observation,  unsolicited,  have  decidedly  ex- 
pressed the  same  views.  One  of  those  individuals  re- 
marked that  he  never  expected  this  side  heaven  to 
witness  another  church  so  prayerful  and  so  generally  of 
one  heart  and  soul  as  this  has  been. 

And  this  unusual  spirit  of  prayer  was  more  exten- 
sively prevalent  among  females  than  among  the  other  sex. 
And  it  was  not  eifected  by  sympathy  or  concert,  but 
burst  forth  in  members  in  ditTerent  parts  of  the  tovrn  by 
apparently  a  simultaneous  movement  of  the  Spirit.  And 
they  were  so  full  of  the  heavenly  theme,  that  it  was  the 
delightful  topic  of  conversation  in  meeting  with  those  of 
kindred  spirit,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  community 
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and  a  portion  of  the  church  were  sunk  down  In  the  un- 
usual slumbers  of  spiritual  death.  The  burden  of  im- 
mortal souls  pressed  heavily  upon  their  hearts.  I  knew 
individuals  who  spent  nearly  whole  nights,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  our  Saviour,  in  imploring  spiritual  blessings 
upon  this  church  and  community. 

This  church  vras  nov/  di.^jposed,  without  any  special 
urging  as  formerly,  to  attend  to  the  discipline  of  offend- 
ers. This  Avas  done  Avith  great  unanimity  and  evidently 
with  a  christian  spirit,  and  four  more  were  excommuni- 
cated. 

All  the  discipline  during  my  ministry  that  resulted  in 
excommunication  were  members  of  this  church  when  I 
uas  ordained.  This  is  one  item  among  many  others  to 
show  that  our  Puritan  predecessors  did  not  always  re- 
quire that  evidence  of  exporimental  piety  for  admission 
into  the  church  wliich  w  juU  have  done  much  to  pr-.-servc 
its  purity. 

This  church  were  generally  active  in  the  sabbath 
school.  If  numbers  of  them  had  not  literary  advanta- 
ges, yet  they  seemed  to  possess  spiritual  wisdom  to  dis- 
cern bible  truth  and  Impress  it  upon  the  conscience  and 
heart.  There  was  one  movement  that  eventually  took 
place  in  cur  sabbath  school,  honestly  it  may  be  but  un- 
advisedly, and  the  results  of  which  were  not  salutary  to 
the  soundness  and  purity  of  this  church,  and  that  was 
the  expulsion  of  the  Westiiiinister  Catechism. 

Thi:;  is  the  host  expose  of  bible  truth  v/liich  ever  has 
been  made,  or  as  things  now  are,  ever  can  be  made  till 
the  millenium  ;  and  then  perhaps  such  a  formula  will  not 
be  needed.    Som.e  infidels  ever  have  declared  this  to  be 
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a  true  exhibition  of  bible  truth,  and  if  they  admitted  the 
bible  to  be  true,  they  must  admit  this  formula  to  be  true. 

A  praying,  active,  sound  and  united  church  is  the  best 
assistance  a  minister  can  etijoy.  Other  assistance  com- 
pared with  this  is  of  but  little  value.  Every  church  and 
society  should  endeavor  to  take  care  of  themselves,  while 
they  should  feel  and  act  as  component  parts  of  a  great 
^Yorld  towards  which  they  should  exercise  a  spirit  of 
active  benevolence  and  good  will. 

This  privilege  I  think  I  enjoyed  in  a  good  degree  in 
my  connection  with  this  people.  They  were  willing  to 
aid  their  minister  and  tu  cooporate  with  him.  Their 
doors  were  open  to  admit  him,  and  their  families  were 
generally  in  readiness  to  listen  to  his  instructions.  They 
desired  generally  that  their  children  should  enjoy  a  re- 
ligious training.  Thus  I  had  many  facilities  to  do  the 
rising  generation  good  ;  and  I  have  no  cause  to  regret 
my  labors  for  their  good  or  to  feel  that  they  were  in  vain. 

My  own  experience  has  taught  me  that  we  may  as  as- 
euredli/  expect  a  harvest  in  working  in  the  moral  as  well 
as  in  the  natural  field,  and  that  the  quantity  of  this  bar- 
vest  in  both  these  fields,  will  ordinarily  be  proportioned 
to  our  wise,  diligent  and  persevering  industry.  God 
does  not  command  us  to  work  in  vain.  And  here  I 
would  introduce  a  quotation  from  a  letter  I  received  a 
year  since  from  one  who  removed  from  this  Town  some 
twenty  years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  two  facts  in 
the  religious  history  of  this  people  ;  a  peculiar  venera- 
tion for  the  christian  ministry,  and  that  the  early  instruc- 
tion of  children  in  this  place  was  attended  with  a  rich 
blessing. 
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I  feel,"  says  the  ^Yrite^,  a  delicacy  in  addressing 
one  far  superior  in  years  ;  yet  the  thought  awakens  a 
pleasing  sensation  in  my  very  soul,  Avhen  I  call  to  mind 
the  reverence  and  love  I  had  for  you  in  my  childhood 
and  youth,  and  has  still  gro^vn  with  my  years  and  judg- 
ment ;  so  that  I  realize  a  greater  respect  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

I  feel  that  your  instructions  have  been  blessed  to  me 
m  the  schoolroom,  in  the  Catechetical  departmont  and  by 
my  father's  fireside  as  Avell  as  in  the  sanctuary."  TliIs  is 
a  specimen  of  similar  communications  both  written  and 
verbal  Avhich  have  been  made  to  me.  And  though  this 
is  nothing  new  in  the  experience  of  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel, yet  Avhetlicr  I  have  experienced  more  or  loss  than 
others  of  these  attestations  of  success  in  my  ministry,  it 
is  one  source  of  comfort*  to  me  in  my  declining  years 
that  I  have  not  vvholly  li\'ed  in  vain.  jNIost  of  m}"  fellov/ 
helpers  here  in  my  ministry  are  removed,  or  gone  to  re- 
ceive their  reward  ;  a  few  are  loft  behind  as  a  sp'ccimcn 
of  former  days.  ]May  the  Lord  preserve  them  a  little 
longer  to  pray  and  labor  for  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon 
this  community. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  more  detailed  account  of 
the  result  of  the  maans  which  ^Yere  used  among  this  peo- 
ple. They  seemed  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church,  because  they  were  the  means  of  his 
own  appointment  and  there  was  no  improper  interference 
or  hinderance  to  the  operation  of  these  means,  but  con- 
trawise  they  were  accompanied  with  the  prayers  of  the 
church;  thus  acknowledging  God  as  the  only  efficient 
cause  of  good.    During  my  pastoral  connection  with  this 
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church  of  thirty-six  years  according  to  the  record,  there 
were  nine  seasons  of  revivals,  and  390  were  added  to 
this  church,  251  females  and  139  males,  and  three  sea- 
sons during  the  ministry  of  my  predecessor  in  ^vhich  40 
were  added  to  the  church.  •  - 

In  a  little  less  than  49  years  there  were  12  seasons  of 
revivals,  and  430  added  to  tlie  church.  The  average 
population  of  this  town  during  that  period  was  about  900. 
Of  the  revivals  which  have  been  since  my  removal  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge. 

The  period  to  Avhich  I  have  alluded  was  generally  a 
period  oL  prosperity  to  this  church  and  society.  I  be- 
lieve there  w^is  but  one  season  during  my  ministry  in 
which  the  deaths  much  exceeded  the  common  ratio  of 
mortality  in  this  community,  which  was  but  a  fraction 
over  one  per  cent.,  and  then  it  was  less  than  double  the 
common  ratio. 

Many  of  these  years  were  emincnlly  tlie  years  of  the 
right  hand  of  the  Most  lligli.  During  the  first  three 
years  only  four  or  five  v>'ere  added  to  the  church.  Du- 
ring the  fourth  year  there  w^as  a  revival,  and  30  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  second  revival  was  a  season  of 
protracted  interest  extending  through  the  years  181G — 
l7 — and  18,  in  which  2G  were  added  by  profession  and 
several  by  letter.  The  years  1819 — 20 — 21  were  years 
of  unprecedented  coldness  and  stupidity  in  the  church  as 
a  body,  and  much  thoughtlessness  and  vanity  prevailed 
in  the  community.  But  during  most  of  this  period, 
there  were  a  few  individuals  who  had  an  unusual  spirit  of 
prayer  ;  the  more  they  saw  the  thoughtlessness  and  stu- 
pidity around  them,  the  more  fervent  and  importunate  they 
became  in  imploring  the  iniluences  of  the  Spirit. 
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I  believe  during  my  whoh  ministry,  I  was  never  more 
faithful  in  exhibiting  truth,  and  impressing  it  upon  the 
consciences  and  hearts  of  my  people.  It  was  only  how- 
ever for  the  time  being,  that  but  a  part  of  my  congre- 
gation appreciated  it,  yet  it  was  more  or  less  evident  that 
it  made  the  consciences  of  many  quite  uneasy,  and  it: 
eventually  resulted  in  the  settled  conviction  of  that  sin- 
ful state,  that  no  veil  of  unbelief  can  always  conceal. 

It  was  during  this  period  more  especially  that  much 
time  was  spent  by  individuals,  and  by  some  nearly  whole 
nights,  in  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon  us. 
Most  of  these  are  not  now  alive  to  testify  to  these  state- 
ments, yet  I -trust  they  are  rejoicing  in  that  rich  grace 
which  enabled  them  to  do  something  for  Christ  and  his 
cause  while  on  earth. 

The  third  revival  during  my  ministy,  called  the  Great 
Revival,  occurred  in  1822  and  23.  From  October  1822 
to  October  1823,  121  were  added  to  this  church  by  pro- 
fession, all  but  eleven  of  whom  had  been  previously  bap- 
tised. This  revival  not  only  increased  this  church  in 
numbers,  but  in  spirituality  and  strength.  The"  general 
tone  of  rehnnous  feellntr  never  before  had  been  so  hiirlu 
or  so  uniform  as  now.  And  this  state  of  feeling  con- 
tinued without  any  great  abatement  for  years.  The 
fruits  then  produced  and  since,  proved  it  preeminently  to 
be  the  work  of  God.  There  were  unusual  eftbrts  made 
to  keep  the  holy  fire  burning.  A^ery  few  as  far  as  is 
known  have  apostatized.  Numbers  have  been  burning 
and  shining  lights  in  other  portions  of  Zion.  Many  of 
this  number  I  believe  are  now  in  heaven. 

The  fourth  revival  in  1827  was  principally  in  the  ]^)ranc]i 
District;  in  which  an  individual  female  was  the  promi- 
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nent  instrumenfc,  who  is  still  a  light  in  another  branch  of 
the  christian  cliurch.  In  this  revival  8  were  added  to 
the  church.  This  revival  was  evidently  checked;  and 
judging  after  the  manner  of  men,  brought  to  an  untimely 
end  by  sectarian  inllaence. 

The  fifth  revival  w[is  in  1828,  and  23  Avere  added  to 
the  church. 

The  sixth  revival  wa.^  in  1829,  and  principally  con- 
fined to  the  select  school.  At  this  season  8  were  added 
to  this  churcli,  soiuo  to  ihe  Baptist  church,  and  some  to 
churches  in  other  tovviis. 

The  seventh  revival  was  in  1830.  As  the  fruit  of 
this,  CO  united  with  tlils  uhurcli. 

The  eighth  revival  v/as  in  1831.  In  which  year  51 
united  with  this  church. 

TliC  ninth  revival  v;as  in  1832.  At  this  season  10 
united  with  this  church.  These  six  years,  and  even  the 
four  which  immcdicUely  preceded  thcni  were  almost  an 
uninterrupted  period  of  religious  interest. 

The  fruit  of  the  last  tv,  o,  owing  to  a  greater  amount  of 
religious  sympathy  and  less  dl.^ninctive  views  of  christian 
character  was  not  as  genuine  as  that  of  former  periods. 

This  was  the  acme  of  our  religous  prosperity.  Our 
sun  w\as  then  shining  in  its  meridian  splendors.  Even 
then,  however,  some  could  see  symptoms  indicating  a  de- 
cline. Our  church  then  had  31(J  members.  At  this  time 
it  contained  a  few  more  members  than  any  other  in  this 
county,  and  probably  in  the  state  according  to  our  pop- 
ulation. Our  sabbath  school  somewhat  previous  to  this 
time  numbered  600  or  more.  The  largest  I  believe  at 
that  period  in  the  ^tate, — and  there  is  but  one  sabbath 
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school  now  in  the  state  that  numbers  more  than  ours  then 
did.*  Nearly  the  uholo  congregation,  from  the  ages  of 
four  to  ninety  years,  were  connected  witli  the  scliool.  This 
if  I  mistake  not  was  the  first  instance  in  this  state  in  which 
persons  of  all  ages  competent  to  receive  instruction  wuic 
induced  to  become  members  of  the  sabbath  schouL  This 
was  brought  about  by  tlie  peculiar  state  of  feeling  exist- 
ing in  this  church  and  society  and  the  ever  niemorablo 
activity  and  zeal  of  a  few  indi\iduaL-. 

This  school,  through  the  activity  and  zeal  of  its  super- 
intendents and  teachers,  the  general  co(")[)eration  of  the 
inhabitants  and  prayers  of  tlie  church,  was,  for  a  numlicr 
of  years  an.  instrument  of  much  guud  to  this  pcoile. 
This  community  for  a  course  of  years  seemed  to  li\  e  in 
a  religious  atmiOsphere,  not  as  pure  as  ihat  in  heawn. 
but  as  devoid  of  unhealthy  moral  elements  perhaps  as 
we  can  expect  till  the  inhabitants  of  this  eartli  shall  ex- 
perience a  more  thorough  and  general  moral  renovation. 

The  population  at  tliis  period  v.as  a  few  lu-s  than 
1200.  This  church  had  then  ol ij  niembors  ;  the  l>ap- 
tist  church  about  100  ;  aiid  other  denominations  a  few. 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  population  of  our  society  were 
professors  of  religion,  and  a  large  rnajorLtij  of  the  adult 
population. 

INIore  than  a  thii  d  of  the  poi.iulation  of  the  town,  and  the 
majority  of  its  adults  were  piol'essors  of  religion.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  our  youth  were  of  this  clas:f. 
Thus  we  had  no  balls,  no  junketlings  ;  and  1  believe 
their  social  intercourse  v/as  generally  chaste  and  of  an 

*  The  school  connected  wiili  the  Winlhrop  Church  in  Churles- 
town,  which  nuinber^  neiirly  UOO. 
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elevating  cliaracter;  in  a  happy  degree  free  fruin  ihat 
loWj  vulgar  and  even  obscene  Avlt,  wliieli  had  been  preva- 
lent to  some  extent  among  the  young  and  even  among 
those  who  were  not  young.  A  portion  of  the  minority 
of  the  youth  and  a  fo^v  others  beeunvj  an  irritated  and 
enviou3  elass.  They  purtook  .sumeth'nig  of  the  spirit  of 
Cain  towards  Abeh  They  seemed  not  comfurtably  to 
breathe  in  an  atmosphere  of  sueli  religious  and  moral 
influence  ;  but  the  better  portion  of  tliis  minoiity  \vei-o 
happily  modified  by  this  infhienco. 

During  eight  or  ten  years  I  believe  there  was  no  Socie- 
ty in  this  vicinity  ^\hieh  e(^ntained  no  large  a  proportion 
of  inielligeni;  youth  and  who  ^.ere  governed  by  the  j.rln- 
ciples  and  morality  of  the  gospel.  AVe  were  considered 
at  this  period  as  rather  a  Uiodel  conimunity.  ]*ut  few 
towns  I  believe,  of  the  same  rimount  of  pojAilatlon,  h:i\  e 
sent  forth  into  the  world  .a  gi eater  nmnber  of  the  young 
and  others,  who  are,  or  have  been  a  blessing  in  the  sta- 
tions which  they  have  occupied.  In  the  territory  whieh 
is  now  Heath,  fourteen  have  had  a  collegiate  education  : 
five  others  had  a  collegiate  education  in  part;  one  of  the 
latter  number,  was  not  a  native  of  this  town,  but  was  a 
member  of  this  church,  and  received  an  important  part  of 
his  religious  training  in  this  community,  ►^ix  who  were 
members  of  this  church  entered  the  ministry,  and  two 
others  oriirinated  liere.'  Two  of  them  are  fureign  mi.-sion- 
aries  ;  three  females  trained  up  here,  two  oi'  them  meni- 
bers  of  this  church,  are  foreign  missionaries.  Three 
females  are  or  have  been  teachers  in  three  of  the  fn.-L 
class  of  Seminaries  in  our  country.    Ten  females  |'  have 

*Sec  Appendix  D.    f  See  Appeiulix  E. 
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married  ministers,  two  of  wlioin  are  missionaries,  ana  one 
lias  married  a  missionary  ^vlio  wa^  not  a  minister. 

Among  those  'who  received  a  cullogiatc  e.dacritlon, 
four  hckl  the  first  standin;^  in  their  res;-ecti\'e  classes  ; 
others  held  a  higli  standing,  au  l  there  were  noriC  who 
were  njt  rcspectahlc  as  scholars.  And  some  ulio  re- 
ceived only  in  part  a  c/de_rlate  edacatijii  were  di:iin- 
guis!ied  ai  soliuhuvs. 

Sixteen  |tliysieiuns*  ;  Lnr  hiv.yers,!  one  uf  whuiii  after- 
wards heCvimj  a  mii/i-i';r;  one  j  ld^^•J  of  cne  ef 
hi'ijher  courts;   one  nK'm:'er  of  ( 'on;_;;re£s§  ;  two  L«iiiM;s 
of  resi)eetahle  rerijdic.;! ;  ;  two  tutors.^  and  llirce 
are  somjwhit  distini^  li.li   1       a;'li,t;,  h.ae  1  een  rai  •  d 
up  in  the  territory  whleh  i^  n>jw  lfL-..lh.     '';ni  '  h:jf 
score,  or  more,  v,-!io  have  renuv.  1  fi'O.n  ll;i;  ehureli  lave 
become  ollieers  in  the  sjveral  cliurehes  v.iili  v,-!iidi  they 
liave  been  connected.    Meml^ci'S  fiom  tliis  cliurch  in  sev- 
eral  instances  v.ere  a  ni;eleui  of  o:her  ehureh^^,  and 
have  been  Suuinvliat  distlngiii.di.^l  for  ilieir  aviivitj  in 
promoting  cluistian  institutioi^*^. 

This  cliurch,  at  the  pcrliul  to  which  I  have  allirhd 
almost  universally  cuntrihutv  .1  i.Mhe  variuus  beuL  V^'Knt 
institutions  of  the  day.  ]No  reli.:ious  society  in  ihe 
county  at  that  jierlod  aecurdlng  to  4heir  ability  gave  so 
large  an  amount.  A  nuhd)..'r  uf  hun'lred  dullars  an  ere 
contributed  to  the  Charity  l\ind  in  Amherst  College. 
Nearly  all  the  lime  i'»r  the  first  buildiii/  was  gratuitously 
transported  by  individuals  in  this  community,  and  a  por- 

*See  Ap[)cn(lix  l'\  jSt  c  A  iipcmli\ ( .  1 1  Inn.  nhiin  Liav- 
iit     ^Uoii.  Will.  \V.  Snow.    I  'Sce  Ariuii.lix  11. 
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tion  of  it  paid  for.  One  room  in  that  buildlni:  was 
finished  and  furnished  by  Imlies  in  this  societ}'. 

This  people  contributed  $1200,  to  Mount  llulyohe 
Female  Seminary.  And  never  \vas  money  better  ex- 
pended. No  institutl-ju:5  in  our  state,  or  country,  or 
worhl  according  to  the  Iwiw.  they  have  existed  and  extent 
of  theii'  inihience,  have  a|)parei;lly  aeeomj.lish'/d  s-j  niueli 
good.  No  one  will  ever  have  occasion  to  regret  tliat  he 
has  given  his  money  to  ilw.id  institutions.  Amherst 
College  has  furnish«;d  duiin  j;  the  li")  y  :a:s  of  its  exist- 
ence d-).')  niinistcrs.  Oi'  thi-  nnniler  -11  missioii- 
aries.  It  has  educ;ited  iioarly  one  thiid  as  many  minis- 
ters as  Yale"  in  If)!,  and  Harvard  in  lM'>  years;  nearly 
two  thirds  as  many  as  l)arl]i!ouih  in  ^i!  years  ;  more 
than  two  thirds  as  many  as  riincete-n  in  l<j">;  ni'jre  than 
AVilllams  in  ;VJ  yeais.  A  large  j-orli^n  c-f  the  pre-ent 
mini::ters  in  iMassaehusetts  were  educated  at  Amherst. 

'fhe  wh(;le  nmnber  of  p'i;.ils  ul'  Mt.  Ih-lyohe  seminary 
was  in  the  year  IS.II^  :!~)<)S  from  twenty  states  in  the 
Union,  and  from  the  District  of  (Aduiobia,  rherokee 
Nation,  Canada,  Turke}'  and  the  Sandwieh"  I.dands. 
About  500  liave  gone  through  a  regular  eour.-e  in  this 
seminary.  JNfan}^  hundreds,  v>ith  a  warm,  ilc voted  heart 
and  an  improved  intellect,  are  enij  loyed  as  teachers  and 
missionaries  in  our  own  hnpl.  and  luunbers  in  foreign 
lands.  A  heavenly  inlluencc  has  re;>teil  uj-on  both  these 
Institutions. 

'J'hc}^  have  exerted  and  arc  exerting  a  great  conserva- 
tive inlluencc  in  our  own  and  in  c>ther  lan<ls.  ^^ouie 
benevolent  individuals  not  only  gave  liheially  of  their 
money  to  these  institutions,  but  their  iiifluence  and  [  ray- 


ers.  They  were  disposed  to  aid  the  seminary,  that  our 
females  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  instruetiuns,  given 
by  the  teacher,  so  emihcnt  in  wisdom  and  huliness,  who 
was  at  its  head.  And  nunibc>rs  uC  tlicni  wt*re  ^nly  nicn- 
tally  improved,  but  spiritually  benefiUcd  by  her  luburs. 

If  I  have  mentioned  some  things  in  which  Ave  did  not 
excel  our  neighbors,  ]>ut  they  cxci'IIlmI  us.  I  can  oid}-  say, 
they  were  a  part  of  our  history,  aial  let  tliLUi  pa.-ts  fur 
what  tliey  are  woiih.  J  will  notice  one  instance  ;  Ifaw- 
ley,  of  about  the  same  liOpuhitlun,  has  r^ijed  up  niuro 
than  double  the  numljcr  of  ministers  lh:it  have  beeii 
raised  up  here.  Sum..-  of  ihv.'m  are  am^ng  uur  nV'St  able 
and  cfilcicnt  laborers  in  the  vineyai'd  of  the  Lurd.  And 
some  others  have  surp:i::sed  us.  I  hit  as  a  wh<jle,  thoi-e 
has  been  a  time  in  which  Heath  was  nut  surpas-ed  by 
any  of  her  neighbors.  If  in  sume  unusual  degree  this 
community  has  been  ble;sod,  the  haiid  ef  may  I.e 
seen  in  ordering  the  favorable  circnnv  tai.cc s  and  iniluencc :. 
which  have  been  used  as  the  means  of  this  result.  An<l 
it  was  certainl}^  luuisual.  and  riO  less  iniusual  than  d*.- 
lightful  in  a  population  of  less  than  12'i0  s(")uls  to  witness 
a  hundred  youth  of  both  sexes  surruundiiig  the  Sacra- 
mental l>oard,  and  giving  more  or  less  prouiise  of  a 
blessing  to  the  world.  As  a  j  resent  event,  it  was  j  ecu- 
liarly  exhilerating  to  christian  sensibility  ;  as  a  future, 
limited  to  this  life,  it  pus-essed  an  liitere.^t  of  indeserib- 
able  importance  ;  with  regard  to  an  unlimited  future,  we 
were  lost  in  the  prospects  of  the  immeasurable  blessings 
to  be  enjoyed. 

Is  it  not  useful  to  cast  our  eyes  back  upon  scones  in 
wdiich  angels  as  well  as  christians  rejoiced,  and  thus  re 
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member  the  years  of  the  ri-ht  hand  of  the  Most  High 't 
This  is  the  way  to  know  God,  by  meditating  on  the  past, 
present  and  future.  And  of  all  knowledge  this  is  the 
most  valuable  to  our  well  being. 

You  may  ask,  were  there  no  dark  shades  in  this  briglit 
pieturc  ?  Yes  some  that  were  truly  dark.  Tliere  was 
some  amount  of  religion  and  virtue,  that  was  <jf  a  nega- 
tive character;  some  upon  avIiosc  pathway  liglit  has 
shone  but  to  hasten  them  on  in  the  road  to  perdition  ;  and 
some  blinded  by  a  false  ho})e  niay  never  reach  heaven. 

But  to  the  praise  of  rich  grace,  tliere  were  some 
v>hose  steps  even  toolc  hold  on  hell,  were  evidentlv  made 
the  monuments  of  redeeming  mercy.  The  moral  |  ic- 
ture  of  ever}^  conimunity,  in  the  present  coiidition  of  the 
world,  must  be  variogatuvl  in  its  colors. 

There  has  been  as  yet  no  cilcctive  power  interposed  to 
bring  every  individual  into  a  right  moral  po.-ition.  'J1ie 
circumstances  of  their  early  life,  the  instructions  received, 
the  influence  of  evil  example,  and  bad  habits  formud, 
render  a  jjortion  in  every  society  imj^ervlous  to  ihc  salu- 
tary influence  of  truth.  There  were  always  some  of  this 
class  in  this  town,  Avho  had  no  tiue  regard  to  thor  ov.n 
interests,  or  to  the  welfare  of  our  community,  and  1  supi- 
pose  a  portion  of  tliis  class  still  exist  here — crookc  1  stleks 
— all  the  good  influences  exerted  upon  them  have  only 
made  them  more  crooked. 

Some  of  this  class  have  removed  from  this  ]ilace,  ^^ho 
are,  or  have  been  no  blessing  to  the  conimuniiies  where 
they  have  resided  or  still  reside.  ]>ut  it  is  believed  that 
the  hundreds  who  have  removed  from  this  town,  esi-ec- 
ially  those  reared  uj)  in  Heath's  jKilmy  days  were  gen- 
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erallyof  a  very  difrerent  class.  It  Is  rarely  tliat  1  am  hot 
gratified  ia  recognizing  tlieni,  or  happy  in  meeting  tliem. 

Only  throe,  as  far  as  I  know,  who  have  removed  from 
us,  have  been  prosecuted  fur  crlniinal  oflcnces.  And  Uvo 
of  them  removed  at  a  period  uf  hie  the  most  susceptible 
of  being  led  away  by  the  power  uf  temptations,  and  were 
unfavorably  situated  to  receive  s.^und  moi:d  inslruelion 
and  to  be  under  good  iniluences.  And  1  believe  ihey 
showed  no  disposition  to  i^erai>t  in  tliese  aeis,  but  alVurd- 
ed  some  evidence  of  genuine  repentance.  The  oilier  as 
might  be  exjected  from  his  early  training  prulal*ly 
proved  to  be  ri.'c!:less. 

The  chrisliun  and  ihe  clnistian  inini-ter  and  j.liilan- 
ihroj'ist  should  n(^t  be  discoura.^ed  because  in  iionie  in- 
olances  their  lab,, is  pi'ove  a  ::.v\a*r  ef  death  ;  nor  f<.u'  a 
moment  harbor  the  thought  th.at  there  is  not  an  inipor- 
tant  connection  between  moans  and  end^  ;  moral  causes 
and  their  results.  Though  our  sympathies  and  moral 
sensibilities  are  extremely  pained  to  witness  a  candidate 
for  an  eternal  destiny,  madly  breahing  tlirougli  all  re- 
straints, tram[)ling  under  foot  ;dl  the  gracious  provb-ions 
of  the  gospel  and  shunning  the  v/arnings  of  a  long-sulTer- 
ing  God.  Yet  if  (Jod  gives  every  individual  a  lair 
chance  for  salvation,  who  ^^ill  eay  that  (lod  is  unjust  in 
giving  up  some  like  Pharaoh  to  an  obstinate  and  fatal  re- 
sistance of  his  mercy,  for  an  evidently  wise  and  benevo- 
lent purpose.  For  it  does  seem  needful  in  order  to  a 
complete  deveh)i)nKmt  of  the  Divine  character  and  tlic 
character  of  his  intelligent  and  nKual  creation,  tliat 
evil  and  good  should  exist  in  his  system.  The  laws  of 
motion  and  change  in  matter  are  only  the  operation  of 
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antagonistic  principles,  repulsion  and  attraction  ;  the  cen- 
tripetal and  centrifugal ;  cold  and  heat,  acids  and  their 
opposites. 

Our  ideas  of  natural  po\yer  and  force  are  only  the  re- 
sult of  these  antagonistic  principles  simultaneously  act- 
ing upon  each  other.  Thus  how  could  we  understand 
the  power  of  virtue,  or  fully  understand  its  real  nature 
and  excellence  only  in  antagonism  with  opposite  qualities. 

How  wonderfully  have  the  power  and  skill  of  the  Al- 
mighty been  made  known  and  his  glory  seen  in  baflllng 
and  overpowering  the  combined  antagonism  of  truth  and 
righteousness! 

Who  can  conceive  how  this  could  have  been  in  any 
other  system?  And  in  any  other  system,  ^vho  can  con- 
ceive how  all  the  attributes  of  Jehovah  could  have  been 
displayed  and  so  sublimely  and  sweetly  blended  and  har- 
monized as  they  are  in  the  great  work  of  redemption  ? 

Many  of  the  Christian  virtues  must  have  remained  dor- 
mant in  the  Christian's  bosom  for  aught  we  can  conceive 
if  they  had  not  been  brought  into  action  by  antagonism, 
or  good  and  evil  in  conflict.  The  martyrdom  and  suffer- 
ings of  Christians  from  the  hands  of  men,  hostile  to  true 
religion,  have  done  more  to  make  known  the  excellence 
and  power  of  christian  faith,  the  essence  and  fountain  of 
all  true  virtue,  than  all  other  things  combined.  The 
good  man  seeing  that  no  injustice  is  done  to  any  of  the 
subjects  of  God's  moral  government,  in  permitting  sin 
and  its  consequent  miseries  for  wise  and  benevolent  rea- 
sons, can  quiet  and  stay  up  his  mind  amid  the  most  ap- 
paling  instances  of  sin  and  wretchedness  this  world  ex- 
hibits. These  dark  shades  give  a  greater  glory  to  the 
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brighter  colors,  and  reciprocally  the  brii^hter  give  a  deep- 
er shade  and  dishonor  to  the  dark  ones,  so  that  virtue 
and  vice,  religion  and  irrcligiun  in  the  ^Yay  of  contrast 
and  antagonism  stand  forth  bcfurc  the  eyes  of  God's 
moral  subjects  in  their  real  light,  and  in  their  di.-iinctive 
character. 

This  phase  in  the  administration  of  (Jud's  government, 
may  be  a  very  profitable  theme  fir  our  meditation,  as 
well  as  that  of  redeeming  mercy.  And  no  facts  stand 
out  so  prominently  before  the  eye  of  observation  to  teach 
the  ways,  and  the  true  character  uf  Gud. 

"Why  has  this  great  change  come  over  this  once  so  pros- 
perous community  ?  This  is  the  course  which  things  have 
taken  in  this  world  ;  an  alternation  of  pro?|  erity  and  ad- 
versity. The  primitive  churches  did  not  lung  remain  in 
their  purity  of  doctrine  aiid  ]  ractice.  And  where  are 
those  churches  now  ?  Present  prosperity  is  no  guaran- 
tee for  future  prosperity,  or  progress  ;  for  the  greatest 
blessings  arc  abused ;  the  greater  the  ble.-.-ings,  the 
greater  the  liablility  to  abuse,  in  tlie  present  Cun<iitioii  of 
our  world. 

The  fact  too,  that  this  population  became  diminished, 
so  that  it  now  contains  more  than  one  third  less  tban  its 
former  number,  woiUd  materially  o].erate  to  bring  about 
considerable  change  ;  for  removals  do  not  take  simply 
those  that  arc  bad,  but  a  full  pro|>'''rtion  of  the  better  part 
of  community. 

And  mortality  seems  to  take  peculiar  delight  in  mak- 
ing some  of  the  choicest  ]>orti<'ns  of  society  its  victims. 
And  there  was  evidently  an  ab\i<e  of  (Jod\s  rich  mercies 
to  this  people. 
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We  seemed  to  rejoice  in  tliem  as  tbougli  our  own 
hand  and  skill  Lad  procured  ihem,  and  nut  as  the  un- 
merited gifts  of  lieaven.  Thus  the  special  favor  of 
heaven  ^ivas  ^Yithdra^vn  ;  and  avc  know  that  its  place  is 
ever  supplied  by  an  evil  sj.lrlt.  And  tliat  an  evil  spirit 
did  more  or  less  take  possession  is  proved  by  inspiratiua 
from  the  fruits  that  followed,  strife  and  divisions. 

It  Avould  require  a  broad  mantle  of  charity  to  cover 
over  the  workings  and  contliot  of  uusanctlficd  feelings  and 
cherished  prejudices  ^vhicll  ensued.  It  ^vould  be  dlfioult, 
if  not  impossible  to  give  a  just  and  imi)artial  description 
of  them.  And  if  it  were  possible  it  would  be  undt-slra- 
blo  and  worse  than  useless  so  to  do.  JJut  we  should 
keep  in  remcmberance  nevertheless,  that  there  is  a  just 
and  in:ipartlal  record  of  all  these  difllculties  and  their 
complicated  causes. 

And  is  it  not  our  highest  wisdom  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  that  record  ? 

AYhat  will  not  man,  what  will  not  even  Christians  do 
when  left  to  themselves  so  as  to  misaprehend  the  spirit 
by  which  they  arc  actuated,  not  knowing  but  that  they 
are  serving  God  when  they  are  evidently  serving  another 
master.  Upon  these  dark  shades  of  the  picture  we  may 
profitably  fix  our  eyes  to  learn  lessons  uf  humiliation. 
And  we  ought  so  intensely  to  fix  our  eyes  upon  them  a3 
to  feel,  By  grace  we  are  what  wo  are.  If  this  connnu- 
nity  has  ceased  to  be  a  model  connnuniiy  u]  on  which 
their  neighbors  may  look  for  imitation,  they  may  louk 
upon  it  and  learn  important  lessons  of  wisdom. 

There  are  many  dark  shades  in  the  moral  picture  of 
this  world  wliich  we  are  obliged  to  look  upon  ;  from 
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which  we  learn  more  and  more  to  appreciate  heavenly 
wisdom,  and  to  become  more  deli^i:hted  in  moJitating 
upon  him  in  whom  there  is  no  diirkness  at  all  ;  nothing 
but  consummate  ])urity  and  wlsduni  and  oxecllL-nce  ;  all 
that  a  devout  and  hencvoknt  ht-ari  dc^^ires  him  to  be. 

In  giving  this  description  of  llcath  i  have  mure  par- 
ticularly dwelt  upon  its  moral  and  rdigious  history,  since 
there  is  nothing  in  its  nalurcd  or  civil  liistury  separately 
considered  of  s[)ccial  interest.  And  fuets  must  show 
whether  there  be  anything  of  s[)ecial  interc-t  in  the  more 
particular  description  I  have  given  of  this  communitv. 

I  have  had  the  oj/mion,  aiid  have  been  conhrnied  in  it, 
by  the  opinion  of  disinterested  individuals,  that  there  was 
something  of  special  interest  in  the  moral  and  reliizlous 
history  of  this  town.  ^I'his  was  a  gr^.^at  motive  whlcii  in- 
fluenced mo  to  com})ly  wilh  the  very  kind  an  1  respect- 
ful invitation  of  this  church. 

Now  the  remembrance  of  the  great  njercirs  \>liich 
have  been  enjoyed  by  tliis  people  should  give  encourage- 
ment with  regard  to  the  future  ;  for  what  has  been  may 
be  again.  And  it  is  well  too,  to  ren)ember  the  ^v^'rm- 
wood  and  the  gall  to  keep  in  a  hunible  and  lo^s  ly  condition 
before  God,  and  not  forget  where  our  great  streiigth  lies. 

Why  should  you  feel  discouraged  \  ]\Ieans  and  ends 
have  not  ceased  to  bo  connected. 

The  power  of  the  Mighty  Sj)iiit  is  not  exhausted,  nor 
the  ear  of  heaven  shut  against  humble  believing  prayer. 
All  moral  fields  are  barren  illl  tliey  are  cuUivatril.  And 
there  are  none  that  are  cultivated  tliat  do  not  boar  some 
precious  fruit.  In  natural  things  we  cultivate  the  ten- 
der plant,  not  the  full  grown  vegetable  ;  tlio  little,  not  the 
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towering  wide  spread  tree.  Thus  the  rising  generation 
demands  our  special  moral  cultivation.  In  this  work,  the 
minister  must  liave  the  zealous  and  persevering  coopera- 
tion of  the  parent  and  the  sabbath  school  teacher. 

The  celebrated  Xavier  may  well  be  imitated  in  one  if 
not  in  many  things.  It  is  related  of  him,  after  traveling 
a  whole  day  in  India,  steeped  in  rain,  when  he  lay  down 
to  rest  upon  the  sand  in  his  wet  Spanish  cluak,  he  used 
to  say  to  his  attendant,  if  even  a  little  child  should  come 
to  ask  him  a  question  at  midnight,  be  sure  to  awake  me  ; 
dont  let  the  child  g<)  away.  lUit  greater  than  man  has 
taught  by  his  own  example  how  we  ought  to  regard  littlo 
children.  1  have  learned  from  exjericnee  am]  observa- 
tion, that  there  are  but  rare  exceptions  to  this  scrij^ture 
maxim,  Train  up  a  child  in  the  ^vay  he  should  go,  and 
M'hen  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  therefiom. 

There  are  some  things  in  the  j^rescnt  feelings  and  sen- 
timents of  this  people  which  you  will  I  trust  allow  mo 
freely,  but  kindly  to  remark  upon.  1  have  often  hoard 
dissatisfaction  expressed  in  regard  to  livi:ig  in  Heath. 
We  would  sell  our  farms  if  we  could  and  take  our  final 
departure  from  this  bleak  eminence.  Truly  this  ])Iace, 
nor  any  other  In  the  present  state  of  our  globe  comes  up 
to  our  beau  ideal  of  perfection.  ]>ut  the  same  disposition 
that  makes  one  dissatisfied  here  would  eventually,  in  all 
probability,  make  him  dissatisfied  with  any  other  and 
every  other  place.  Those  who  remc-ved  to  the  far  west, 
are  In  great  numbers  removing  farther  west. 

Why,  I  ask  are  you  dissatisfied  with  Jleath  '!  In  re- 
gard to  soil*  there  are  probably  more  towns  in  this  state 
*  See  ApjiciKJix  1. 
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inferior  than  superior  to  this.    And  very  few  towns  in 
this  vicinity  of  the  same  extent  of  territory  have  as 
many  good  farms  as  this ;  and  none  where  every  lot  has 
been  capable  of  making  a  farm,  though  not  of  ei^ual 
quality.    But  0  !  the  long  winters !    Hiese  keep  you 
healthy  and  vigorous,  and  give  line  o[»poriuiiUy  t-j  read 
and  think  and  enjoy  donvjstio  comfort.     And  travLling 
through  snow  drifts  is  much  more  pleasant  tlian  travel- 
ing through  the  deep  mud  and  sLiighs  of  the  west,  liut 
though  tlic  winters  are  somewhat  lunger  than  they  arc 
in  some  parts  of  this  and  two  oilier  X.  K.  states, — Spring 
and  Summer  always  come,  and  all  the  nvjre  delightful 
because  the  winters  are  long.    l]uL  it  is  very  uiiplea::ant 
to  live  where  there  is  so  much  disiuiion.    It  is  not  as  it 
used  to  be  here.    But  there  Is  more  or  less  di.sunion,  or 
the  elements  of  disunion,  everywhere  in  this  de[a'aved 
world,  and  there  is  no  prospect  generally  of  its  duninu- 
tion  till  the  overturnings  of  Providence  sliall  bring  about 
a  new  order  of  things.     Ibit  what  is  the  cau<e  of  disun- 
ion ?    Is  it  not  in  ourselves  '(    Is  it  iiot  the  result  of 
giving  up  the  reins  to  evil  desires  and  passinns  ;  Vj  the 
conflict  of  selfish  interests,  and  the  prevalence  of  relig- 
ious opinions  founded  ui)on  something  besides  the  pure 
TVOrd  of  God.    This  is  exj.liclty  taught  us  by  inspiration. 

Love  will  make  union  in  any  place.  J^abor  to  do  each 
Other  good  and  to  promote  the  general  interests  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  and  you  will  be  a  united  and  happy 
people.  I  greatly  rejoice  if  there  is  an  approximation 
to  this  state  of  things. 

I  have  not  found  in  any  other  jlace  so  happy  a  state 
of  society  as  I  have  exjierienced  here.     1  have  iek  it 
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a  great  privilege  that  my  lot  was  cast  here  ;  that  I  was 
called  in  the  Providence  of  God  to  luLur  in  this  iicld, 
and  to  train  up  my  family  on  this  quiet  eminence,  away 
from  the  temptations  and  bustle  of  more  j^jpulous  towns. 
I  have  never  heard  any  ^^ho  have  removed  from  this 
place  express  a  regret  that  they  were  burn  and  traiiicd 
up  here,  but  a  contrary  sontimcnt  has  been  e.x[)rcS5cd. 

lias  the  glory  departed  from  Heath  never  to  return? 
It  is  not  profitaljle  to  indulge  such  forebodings.  Your 
dissatisfactions  and  bemoanings  are  suicidal.  liani.sh 
them,  and  labor  to  build  up  and  not  ]nill  dov.n.  Sustain 
cheerfully  the  institutions  of  Christianity, — the  pr<»j)3  of 
a  well  regulated  society  and  government.  Jt  is  out  of 
character  in  any  man  to  show  reluctance  in  tliis  thing. 
Such,  whatever  their  |»retentions  may  be,  if  they  should 
bear  sway,  would  ruin  the  prosperity  of  any  religious,  if 
net  civil  society.  Honor  yourselves,  and  Heath  will  hon- 
or  you.  And  if  you  do  not  honor  yourselves  no  ]»lace 
will  reflect  liunor  upon  jok. 

Perhaps  some  jiresent  have  witnes^-ed  things  here 
"which  have  led  you  to  doubt  tbe  validity  c>f  e.\|  erimental 
religion.  You  have  seen  conduct  in  professed  christians 
which  not  only  dishonored  them,  but  wouM  be  a  di-^^honor 
to  any  man. 

Y^ou  have  seen  great  and  ]'aiiiful  contentions  in  a  com- 
munity who  profess  to  bo  the  discii'les  of  the  I'rince  of 
peace.  This  is  no  new  thing  in  the  world,  (.'hristlanity 
though  peaceful  in  its  tendency  has  been  the  occasion 
of  very  bitter  strife  and  contention  and  blood>lie»l.  Ihii 
this  is  the  perversion  of  it.  not  its  legitimate  results. 
Good  men  even,  have  been  guilty  of  great  oflcncos. 
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Abraham  and  Isaac  prevaricated.  Rebecca  deceived. 
•Moses  in  a  season  of  provocaiiun  s[»ake  unadviscdlv.  Da- 
vid committed  a  great  ofleiise.  ^uluuion,  according  to 
his  own  showing,  was  a  debauchee  and  skeptic.  The 
reformers,  Jehoshe]jliat  and  tJ(j.-:iah  cummitted  great  er- 
rors. Peter  was  ashanicd  to  own  his  Divine  Master,  was 
guilty  of  gross  falsehood  and  [jerjur}'.  These,  however, 
repcnt.'d  of  tlieir  i:ins.  And  iheie  were  a|>ostates  Nshu 
^  never  truly  repented  of  their  ^sins;  Judas  and  »Sinion,the 
sorcerer  ;  llymeneus,  ri.lk  tei,  Dlutrephes,  Alexander  and 
many  others  described  by  Jude  the  servant  of  Je-us 
Christ,  as  al::o  the  man  of  sin  and  all  antl-ehriilian  c^nibi- 
nations. 

]iut  all  these  oflenccs  of  g  jud  meii  ah<l  false  professors 
and  apostates  liavo  not  o\er.:et  true  religiun  in  the  world, 
but  rallicr  have  confirmed  it,  by  fulfdling  the  declaraii'«n 
of  Christ  in  tlie  luirable  of  tlio  sower,  and  thai  lie  e:iine 
not  to  send  [leace  on  earth  but  a  swurd.  li  shows  too 
the  power  and  grace  of  Cod  in  |  reserving  it  in  a  world 
where  the  tendencies  to  degeneracy  and  the  opposition  to 
chri:Dtian  purity  are  so  strong  and  p'owerful.  And  be- 
sides, this  state  of  things  is  the  evident  fulllllment  of  many 
predictions  botli  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  'J'estanient. 
It  is  even  a  miracle  that  it  has  been  preserved  in  the 
earth,  for  it  is  evivlently  the  result  of  supernatural  agency. 

AVondcrful  as  it  is,  the  lilble  renjains  the  same.  Not 
a  single  truth  has  been  ol'literateil,  n-r  a  sin-le  precept 
blotted  from  this  book.  The  example  of  Christ  there 
stands  fortli  with  the  brightness  of  a  meri-lian  sun  to  en- 
lighten and  guide  this  benighted  \\orld  ;  aud  ii  is  to  bo 
remembered  too,  that  there  has  always  been  and  alwa\s 


n 


.      J    ,      ,  . 
I .    '  '    '  . 


45 


-will  be  a  true  clmrcli  in  the  world,  a  regenerated  people, 

to  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath  called  them 
out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  li^ht.  These  lights 
have  shone  with  more  or  less  brightness  in  every  part  of 
Christendom.  There  is  no  want  of  a  guide  to  pjint  our 
way  to  the  city  of  (Jod. 

Indulge  not  your  vain  thouglits  on  this  subject,  for  you 
know  in  your  own  hearts  rmd  liy  sad  experience,  that  the 
purity  of  heaven  would  afVurd  you  no  desirable  element 
to  live  and  breath  in,  without  a  transformation  of  charac- 
ter. This  is  the  great  law  of  Ciod's  moral  kingdom  ia 
this  rebellious  province.  Ye  must  be  born  again,  in  order 
to  see  the  kingdom  of  Cud. 

This  is  as  necessary  as  to  be  born  at  first  to  live  on 
this  globe  and  enjoy  its  blessings.  This  is  the  line  of 
demarkution  between  saints  and  sinners,  the  heirs  of 
heaven  and  the  heirs  of  perdition.  And  ChrioL  aiid  him 
crucified  is  the  central  power  by  which  this  a]  estate 
world  is  and  will  be  reclaimed. 

I  say  then,  let  not  vain  thoughts  be  kdged  in  your 
minds  on  this  subject. 

Look  to  your  Inbles,  to  your  Saviour  and  to  the  re- 
newing spirit,  procured  by  the  cross  ;  and  here  you  will 
find  the  true  life,  the  true  peace,  an^l  real  salvation  ;  and 
you  will  find  these  blessings,  which  you  infinitely  need, 
no  where  else. 

But  alas  !  I  am  fearfully  apprehen^ive  that  the  lilble, 
yes  the  Bible,  that  sacred  buuk,  which  has  the  seal  of 
heaven  upon  it,  is  by  n\nnbers  almijst  entirely  neglected, 
and  by  some  considered  not  as  the  in.Ni/irallon  of  the  Al- 
mighty, or  if  admitted,  as  only  partially  insj.ired  ;  to  bo 
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received  or  rejected  as  suits  their  convenience  or  their 
philosophy  ;  or  if  admitted  as  true,  yet  considered  as  an 
ancient  and  rather  an  obs'jlete  Look,  so  contrary  to  the 
popular  taste  and  sentiments  and  customs,  lliat  its  teach- 
ings, in  this  age  of  jfrogress,  are  not  much  to  be  regar- 
ded. It  is  raarvclou.^  that  those  ^vli-j  have  read  the  Jilble, 
or  had  it  before  them  fur  their  inspection  all  their  days, 
sliould  have  sucli  views  of  this  sacred  book  I 

These  views  and  acts  are  virtually  rejecting  the  word 
of  God  and  setting  everything  ad^at  without  regard  to 
truths  the  most  important  fur  man  to  know  and  believe. 
The  Bible  thus  vlewc<l,  we  have  no  unerring  standard  to 
test  our  opinions,  or  solve  our  duubls. 

And  what  iniluencc  can  the  word  of  (iod  thus  viewed 
have  to  save  our  souls,  or  direct  our  course  through  the 
darkness  of  this  depraved  wurld'.''  For  it  is  (lod's  own 
appointed  means  of  salvation  ;  and  so  obscured  is  the 
light  Avithin  us  by  reason  of  depravity,  it  is  the  o:dy  light 
that  can  safely  guide  us  in  our  journey  to  another  world. 

To  cast  away  this  lamp  of  heaven  is  as  Con-ummale 
folly  and  madness,  and  as  perilous  as  for  the  navigator  to 
cast  away  his  anchor,  his  chart,  his  compass  and  all  Lis 
nautical  instruments,  thinking  to  guide  his  shii)  through 
the  pathless  deep,  and  \vide  expanse  of  waters  by  his 
own  reason  and  imagination. 

Dear  hearers,  will  any  of  you  persist  5n  such  a  peril- 
ous and  reckless  course?  AVhatI  thiuw  away  the  HiLlo 
merely  because  its  truths  and  denunciations  ofien  give 
you  pain,  for  you  can  have  no  other  reason. 

Would  you  wish  the  bright  luminary  of  heaven  blotted 
out,  because  its  summer  rays  scorched  you,  and  be  in- 
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volveJ  in  uninterrupted  night  ?  Ah  no  !  It  is  our  high- 
est AvisJom  and  interest  for  time  and  for  eternity  to  bo 
instructed  and  guided  by  this  sacred  book  ;  and  cordially 
and  thankfully  to  receive  the  salvation  uhioh  it  firoffei-s 
^vithout  money  and  without  price. 

It  should  be  kept  in  due  rememberance,  that  the  prop- 
er observance  of  the  sabbath  is  a  very  important  means  uf 
securng  a  heavenly  Inheritance.  It  takes  the  thoughts 
and  affections  from  earthly  pursuits,  cares  and  pleasures 
and  fixes  them  on  things  above.  It  sugge-ts  topics  of 
contcm|)latlon  -which  give  an  clevatijn  an  1  spirilualit}'  to 
the  human  character.  J^ecuruir  bk*Siings  are  [  rumiscd  to 
the  due  observance  of  this  day. 

Can  there  be  an  eminent  christian  who  does  not  duly 
observe  this  day  (,>f  sacred  rest '!  Ur  do  the  lovers  of 
pleasure  who  make  the  sabbath  a  season  of  recreation 
and  amusenuuit  give  any  evidence  that  they  are  puiify- 
ing  and  strengthening  tlu'ir  moral  feelings  and  principles  ; 
or  give  hopeful  prospects,  that  they  will  enjoy  an  eternal 
sabbath  of  rest  in  heaven  ? 

In  a  town  near  the  llcd  fSea  once  inhabited  by  Jews, 
liistory  relates*  that  because  they  went  a  fishing  on  the 
sabbath,  the  old  men  were  changed  into  swine,  and  the 
young  men  into  monkies.  This  to  be  sure  was  fabulous. 
Though  the  desecration  of  the  sabbath  dues  not  actually 
make  old  men  swine  ;  yet  like  swine  it  makes  them  grov- 
elling;  it  besmears  them  witli  the  lilth  and  pollution  of 
earth.    And  though  it  does  not  actually  make  young 
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men  monkles,  yet  like  moiiklos  it  makes  thoiu  foolisli  and 
vain,  and  frivolous.  The  due  ubservanee  of  the  sahbath 
has  been  a  great  blessing  to  the  world,  and  the  desecra- 
tion of  it,  a  great  curse. 

The  former  is  an  index  of  moral  elevation  and  spiritual 
progress  ;  the  latter  of  declension. 

Your  ancestors  ^vere  a  law  abiding  pco[>le.  They  had 
no  sympathy  with  Shay's  rebelli-jn,  n^r  with  the  moboc- 
racy  which  shut  the  door  of  the  sanctuary  against  an  ac- 
credited minister  of  the  gospel.  It  will  be  well  to  look  at 
their  example  in  this  day  when  there  is  aii  unusual  ten- 
dency throughout  tlie  earth  fjr  every  man  to  make  his 
own  will,  the  law.  This  is  individualizing  the  huuian 
family.  For  there  can  be  })ropL'rly  nu  society  ;  certainly 
no  good  society  and  government,  unless  the  will  of  the 
individual  is  subservient  to  the  will  of  the  many.  As  an 
ordinary  course  of  action  we  shoidd  submit  to  the  powers 
that  be  ;  that  is,  make  no  open  and  forcible  resistance, 
even  to  that  which  we  cannot  ajifjrove. 

Neither  have  we  a  right  to  disobey,  unless  a  special 
commission  or  positive  statute  of  (lud  intervene. 

Some,  who  have  i)receded  you,  have  made  considerable 
sacrifice  to  promote  temperance.  For  twenty  years  tlxTc 
has  been  no  license  here  to  sell  alcoholic  drinks.  Let 
not  the  present  temperance  law  be  resisted  here,  but  re- 
ceive the  warm  resi)Onse  of  ynur  efforts  to  sustain  it. 
For  I  trust  you  will  find  nothing  in  this  law  to  offend  your 
consciences,  or  to  do  any  serious  harm  to  your  {)ersniis, 
to  your  property,  or  to  the  cause  of  true  liberty.  And 
I  hope  it  may  prevent  a  great  deal  of  evil. 
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May  tlie  present  Heath  ecliiKse  the  former  Heath  bv  su- 
perior well  doing.  During  half  a  centiu y,  Heath  ha?  had 
its  full  share  of  prosperity.  In  fifty-four  years  it  had 
only  two  ministers.  In  the  n-niaining  tliirteen  years  it 
has  had  five  ministers — all  sound  in  doctrine,  and  resj.cc- 
tablc  in  attainments,  talents  and  character.  The  chureh 
numbers  l-2(;.  Diminution  I'JO.  4'he  sabbath  school 
numbers  154.  Diminution  more  tlian  1^<)0.  Thou^di  thniL^a 
have  taken  a  wrong  direction,  it  nniy  be  far  otherwise. 

It  may  not  be  impro[)er  in  conclusion,  in  brief  to  say, 
that  my  history  is  tlie  hiaory  uf  one  has  enjoyed  and 
Still  enjoys  very  great  nicreies.  1  have  also  been  a 
man  of  sorrows  and  ac(|uaintcd  with  gficf.  And  in  the 
fuhiess  of  my  experience  I  can  say,  It  is  good  to  be  af- 
Hieted. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed,  as  well  as  other  men,  to 
state  my  position. 

Having  learned  by  long  experience,  that  the  opinions  of 
the  greatest  and  best  of  men  are  n.)t  infallible,  I  iiave 
h\bored  not  to  be  a  mere  tr;iditionary  theologian,  though 
I  would  avail  myself  of  the  wisdom  ami  experience  of 
the  past. 

Tims  I  have  endeavored  to  gather  u])  my  theology 
from  the  writings  of  inspircMl  |  rophets  and  apostles  and 
from  the  personal  teachings  of  him  who  spake  as  never 
man  spake  ;  interpreting  these  ^^rilin;^s  according  to  the 
conunon  principles  of  interpretation  ;  reci  ivin_^  implicitly 
the  testimony  of  God  without  human  conjecturings,  or  fan- 
cies of  human  philosophizing.  And  it  is  my  purpose  stead- 
fastly to  adhere  to  the  testimony  of  (lod,  let  the  ^^('rld, 
or  even  christians,  believe  and  philosoj  hize  as  they  may. 
5   

THC 

NEWBERRY 

C  H  i  C  A  J  O 


60 


And  I  can  say  ^vltllOut  any  mis-ivlngs,  that  these 
truths  which  I  have  gathered  iVoui  the  wvid  ut'  (Jud  and 
have  preached  to  iriy  resi^ective  people  and  other:?,  are 
the  foundation  of  my  liopes  and  cunsulatiuns  in  niv  near 
approach  to  the  workl  uf  spirits. 

On  this  j)hitfurni,  if  my  heart  were  as  sound  as  my 
creed,  1  should  have  no  lears  in  meeting  the  uj^ening 
scenes  and  results  of  a  eoniing  Judgment.  1  would  how- 
ever concede  tlic  right  of  private  judgment,  to  be  en- 
joyed Avithout  annoyanee  ;  excej.t  \Nliat  necessarily  results 
from  the  exhibition  of  truth,  and  I  wish  fiom  others  the 
^ame  indulgence. 

I  profess  to  be  a  liberal  man,  but  1  do  not  believe 
any  man  to  be  a  good  man,  a  philanthruijist,  aj»atriut, 
or  sound  in  principle,  because  he  professes  to  be,  unless 
the  general  facts  in  his  history  sustain  such  a  profession. 
Neither  have  I  very  much  conhdence  in  human  endorse- 
ments of  individuals  or  collective  bodies,  dr  in  any  writ- 
ten vindications.  In  silte  of  every  ^levice,  every  one 
Avill  eventually  stand  or  fall  on  the  well  known  and  gene- 
ral facts  in  his  history. 

If  we  would  enjoy  the  blessing  of  the  esteem  and  Cuii- 
fidcnce  of  our  fellow  men,  that  sh:ill  live  \vhile  we  live, 
and  shall  live  when  we  die.',  we  nni^t  labor  to  de>erve 
them.  Ant]  these  facts  must  be  known,  to  know  who 
should  be  the  objects  of  om*  esteem  and  conti'lenee.  kib- 
eral  as  I  profess  to  be,  1  have  no  synii  atLy  with  thatliler- 
ality  which  seems  cheerfiilly  to  tolerate  everything  but 
stern  ]jible  truth  and  a  straight  furwaid,  consistent 
christian  deportment.  In  this  imaginative  age  there 
are  those  who  think  they  see  tlie  dawnings  of  a  Millennial 
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clay,  and  to  be  ushered  in,  almost  ^vltliout  a  cloud  ;  not 
^villin^'  to  have  much  of  the  dark  shades  of  scripturo 
prophecjings  inwrought  into  the  fancy  picLure.  AVith 
these  views  I  have  no  sympathy.  I  bcliL-ve  there  is  no 
tv.'ilight  of  this  day  vet  seen,  thouirh  there  may  be  Bome 
morning  star  shining. 

If  scrii)ture  prtjjihecies  have  any  meaning,  there  will 
be  deeper  shades  of  darhness  than  ever  have  been  seen, 
before  the  Millenial  sun  will  shoot  u[^  its  radiance  in  the 
East. 

A  national  convertion  must  precede  a  real  millenium. 
But  where  is  tlie  nation,  as  a  nati')n,  that  is  actually  ap- 
proximating to  christian  truth  and  purity,  or  gives  now 
the  evidence  that  it  will  soon  become  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  ? 

lUit  I  must  close.  To  my  audicTiCe  I  give  much  thaiiks, 
and  to  my  friends  in  Heath,  for  their  kindness  and  re- 
spect to  their  former  pastor,  'i'he  Ljrd  cause  his  face 
to  shine  upon  you  and  bless  yuu  and  your  present  pastor. 
May  he  live  and  die  with  you.  And  1  co\dd  heartily 
Avibh,  that  those  who  have  dil]>'re«l  and  still  dilTer  from 
me  in  doctrine,  with  wlnun  I  have  ever  had  pleasant  in- 
tercourse, may  become  not  only  almost,  but  alt-jgether 
such  as  I  am,  except  my  practical  err^u's.  My  enemies, 
if  I  now  have  any,  1  forgive.  1  anticipate  with  [pleasure, 
meeting  many  to  whom  I  have  preached,  and  those  with 
whom  I  have  been  a  fellow  lah()rer,  in  that  world  of  light 
and  joy,  where  we  shall  talk  over  with  greater  clearness 
of  apprehension  and  deliglit,  the  works,  and  ways,  aiid 
truths  of  God,  and  forever  praise  the  riches  of  his  lovo 
and  mercy. 
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OKIiUXAL  HYMN. 

In  iliiiie  eiirilily  courts,  our  Fuiher, 

Wi;  :i  ihrou^',  have  inel  lo-il;iy  ; 
Aii'l  wilh  •^r:ii»rul  he:iiis  niiewinL:' 

Meiii  ricb  ul'  eiich  Iruthlen  way. 
Thy  ri«  h  ^Mace  hub  hioii^'hl  us  onward, 

W'l  ;i  clmri-h  wouhl  i.rai.->c  ihy  name  ; 
As  ihy  |>eu|th.',  Um>u  huht  led  uh, 

Now  hy  eh>uil,  ami  now  hy  ihiinc. 

Many  yi  aib  dI"  ram  and  :3Uii^hiiie, 

Have  |)a.--^eil  o'er  lliy  servaitl'^  head. 

Since  he  canw,  a  youlhlnl  whaleliuiaii, 
Zion'b  lioly  walU  lo  Iread. 

W'lis  he  not,  annni::  i:>,  lailhl'ul 

iht,'  ciiM  ji;  whu-h  ihou  had>l  j^'iveii 

AVani'd  lie  n(»l,  am!  w.  j  i,  ami  |-onilrd, 
l"]rriiiLj  (Uic^  l(j  ('hii:-l  and  lii  avLii' 

Truly,  h(  rr,  this  nnd.  r  .-Ik  |i)i.  r(l. 

'1  liou  diil-l  .sniili'  with  bt»\»  it  !;^'n  haml 
LtiNiML'  ui\v>  thdii  hasl  transplanii  (I 

Tu  that  h(  til  \\  hrii.'hli  r  land. 
She  who  walfhfd,  Inil  h«  \t  r  1. tinted, — 

Sin  ii;jth  and  |oy  i<»  iuanhood">  [>ri«le, 
SltM.'ps  at'ar,  wIk  re,  ^M<'t  n,  the  hu-n.-^l 

Bknokth  o\:\[  his  vuiJ  inKi'L  iiiiiuK. 

Thin  the  raidxs,  and  l\  \\  iln-  nnui'ji  r, 
Here  wt,'  stainl,  ih.   ihu-lv  In-  led  ; 

Some  in  other  hmil.-.  arc  tt»ilm^', 
I\It)re  art!  nnmlx  ii d  with  tin.'  ticad. 

Ble-S,  dear  Loid,  the  lailiilnl  heiahU, 
\ViiereM»i  'r  iht  ir  h»t  is  fast, 
Mid  the  shouiiiiL;.^  ol"  thi'  harvciil,," 
lift  ihcm  see  thy  I'uee  al  la^l. 

Lifc^ — how  swiUiy,  il  is  l>ussinf(, 

Old  and  yonni^  l)oili  liable  away  ; 
Mouriiin<^  hearts  are  est-r  healm*,', 

A'aeant  st  ats  are  st  i  n  to-day. 
Lamh  of  (iod  !    Thou  hh  >>.  .i  Saviour, 

In  thy  l'\ither's  houM'  ahovi-, 
Lei  thy  eliiireh  al  la.si  all  ^^alht  r, 

A  nil  sil  (low  n  m  |»ii  t'l  fl  h)V<;. 
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At  tlic  close  of  the  services  of  ilie  inorninfr^  there  was  a 
recess  of  oik*  hour,  \\,r  ilic  j.iirpu-i;  ol"  i:ilvli)«r  refrebhiiient 
[)r()vl(]e(]  for  the  oce;i-i(.ii,  ;.hcl  llu.'  inlcrch.-iiJL^c  of  rru'iidly 
gre(M  iiii^Tv:  ;  wlieii  the  ;iijilit'ii(\- ;i:^i'm  repaircMl  i(j  the  iiieeliiig 
house  where,  uiKh'r  tlic  iii.-[)ir.ii  of  the  o»'c:i-i.  m ,  remarks 
were  iiride  \)y  ,-ever  il  indn  hiiiids,  which  were  iiitcr>|)«'r3C(l 
w  ith  siniriiia  hy  lh(;  ch^  u  . 

As  introductory  lo  what  was  to  Inhow,  the  Pre^^ldeiit  of 
the  (hay — t!ie  present  p  i-ior  ol"  the  church — remarked  murli 
as  lolhnvs  : 

^Vhat  is  it,  ii^y  iVieiids,  that  renders  tliis  occasion'  ol'  such 
intere>t  as  to  hriu^r  together  so  m  iiiv  kindred  lirarts,  Loth 
ohl  and  young,  not  only  IVoiu  and  adjoining  towns,  but 

from  distant  homes  I  It  is  the  privdcge  that  is  once  more 
alVorded  yf)U  of  (^reeling  the  man  who  stood  as  the  me>sen- 
ger  of  (jod  to  tliis  peoj)le  for  many  year.i,  under  whi)se  min- 
istry not  a  few  of  you  grew  uj)  ;  w  ho-e  interest  and  labors 
in  your  behalf  you  cherish  in  vonr  grateful  rec( 'lleciions. 
A  little  more  than  forty-eight  vears  ago  our  honored  l-'ather 
came  to  this  place  in  the  opening  nj"  his  manhood,  girded 
for  his  Master's  service  ;  and  in  the  ince''>ant  tods  of  ilnr- 
ty-six  years  as  the  mini>ter  o)'  thi>  p<  'pic,  proved  himself 
by  the  blessing  of  (lod,  to  be  a  worlvinan  that  needeth  not 
to  be  asliamed.  After  an  ab>enci?  of  t\selve  years  he  has 
returned,  to  review  witli  us  tlie  hi-tory  of  other  days  ; — a 
belittiug  occasion  this,  to  draw  together  lho<e  who  lived  un- 
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der  his  ministry,  and  bliared  in  its  bfMiefiis,  and  those  too 
who  love  Zion. 

Speak  then,  brethren  and  friends,  freely  of  the  tilings  in 
which  we  feel  a  coninujn  intere-l,  and  uliich  the  occasion 

SUorrrestS. 

Tlie  folh)winfx  sentiment  was  tlien  f^iven  : 

T/ieophilus  ;  VitcraHy  t  randutt  cl ,  tlit  fr'n  ml  of  (iod  ;  and 
henct  the  friend  of  udr  mtei  iu  'r.e  : — Ivj  w  hu  ll  Ivt  v.  The- 
ophilus  Packard,  Jr.,  of  ShcllMirnc,  rt-jjniuK d. 

I  know  not,  ]\Ir.  Presi(K  iit,  why  1  am  first  callL-d  tt)  ad- 
dress the  assembly  this  aHcriKx^n,  unless  it  be,  ihal  I  lia\  e  ihe 
best  namt  of  any  prestMit.  'J'hfophdn- — friend  (jt'  (jud.  To 
be  onrselves  friends  to  God  and  tc;  tnjoy  his  fr iend.-lnp,  is 
the  highest  style  of  man.  Tt)  cherish  supreme  love  to  hnn 
is  our  reasonable  duty.  'J'hc  inliuitc  excrllcncc  ol"  hi>  char- 
acter, the  perfect  reciitmlc  of  hi:>  govcrnmtiil,  and  the  nu- 
merous mercies  he  bcsl(j\vs  u[)on  us,  e.-pi-cially  ihc  ^[ri  al  ^nft 
of  Ids  beloved  Son  to  be  our  S  iviur,  nii[)i»-t,'  upon  i.r,  the 
unchanjTcable  obligation  to  lovi)  the  L^trd  i.ur  (loil  wnh  all 
our  heart.  And  it  is  an  occasion  of  ih.uiksgiv mg,  that  he 
has  promised  ins  special  fricnd-hi[)  to  ail  who  bi-come  his 
sincere  friends.     "  I  lovi^  ihcni  th  it  lo\(;  me." 

The  occasion  to-d.iy  is  \Lrilv  ''our  culi-rprizc."  \\'c  all 
have  an  interest  in  it.  All  of  u-  [)res(.'nt,  (»ld  and  }"Ung, 
the  people  of  Heath  and  fricinl.^  from  abroad,  [)ari>inon«-rs 
and  ministers,  cl  urn  it  as  our  euter[)r i/.o.  ^^  r  Cdrdi.dl v  ap- 
prove it — we  expect  to  be  {)iofit('d  by  it.  W  e  congratulate 
our  venerable  and  levcrcnd  IVu  nd,  in  bi  ing  jx-rm iiti'il  and 
enabled  to  addr(>>s  us  to  day,  aliL-r  a  [)a^lor.itt'  ol'  thirty-six 
years  among  this  |)Cople. 

A  friend  of  (/od  mu>t  be  fricmllv  t>)  >\\('\\  an  occasion  as 
this.    It  is  a  religious  occasion.    lUre  we  wor5hi[)  God. 
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We  express  our  respect  for  olJ  age.  "  Thou  shall  rise  up 
before  the  hoary  head,  and  l.oiior  the  face  of  liie  old  man." 
We  honor  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  venerate  the  faiihful 
BervaiiL  of  Christ,  who  has  spent  his  life  in  doing  good  lo  his 
fellow  men.  "  Let  the  elders  ih  ii  rule  well  he  counied  wor- 
thy of  doulde  honor,  e.Npe'cially  ihey  w  ho  l.il)..r  in  the  word 
and  doctrine.''  The  inlluence  td'  llii-  oee.i-ion,  we  ini!^i, 
will  he  god  like  in  atlachnig  us  mure  -ironidy  to  ihe  in-iilu- 
tions  of  the  Chn-^tim  reiignm,  and  in  proinuling  ihe  spirit 
of  piety  in  all  our  IumiIs. 

Taking  a  Lively  intere-l  in  ihi-.  uncommon  autl  laud  able 
occasion — and  dt;siroiis  that  the  he-l  ;:ifL.->  lii  ly  he  laid  upon 
llie  altar  during  llu^  short  sp  icti  ail.»ted  us  ihi^  aherm.on  — 
I  will  cheerfully  do  the  he  -l  1  can,  hy  s  iving  tin-  time  fur 
those  who  are  to  succeed  me. 

On  the  announcement  of  the  fullow  ing  : 

Thti  l^ulpit — tJir  /*rc<ir/ier' s  Thruiir^  litt  Pioplts  Saftty: 
— The  Rev.  A.  Fo.^ler,  of  (Jh  irh'Uiunt ,  said  that  h..-  hat! 
been  furnished  with  the  fuijuwiug  exliact  from  ihe  records 
of  the  society.  "  At  a  town  meeimg,  April  7,  H^"^,  Asaph 
White  made  tiie  following  ])roposal,  viz  :  iliai  he  will  fur- 
nish the  meeting  house  to  the  town's  aeee[)lanre,  ainl  ihai 
he  will  do  the  work  as  fast  as  the  tuwn  will  pay  him,  and 
that  he  will  receive  the  following  articles  fur  |)ay,  wz.  . 
neat  cattle,  swine,  shet^p,  heef,  p  >rk,  grain,  llax,  flaxseed, 
hides,  beans,  peas,  oats,  and  boards  suilable  tur  the  meet- 
ing house."  (See  town  records,  j).  \V\.)  'I'he  while  pine 
boards,  for  tlie  i)ul[)it  and  pews,  w  er.-  l\iriii-hcd  by  Henja- 
min  Maxwell,  at  •^'■>,0;)  per  lliixi-and. 

I  hold  in  mv  h  lud  a  j)  imiel  ol'  this  Oil  I*ulin(,  which 
has  in  itself  an  interesting  history.  It  was  fuund  stowcvi 
away  in  an  out  building  where  it  hull  iin  lor  eighteen  sears, 
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an(}  lias  now  re-appeared  aiih)nj  ihe  chiKlrcii  of  iir?  own 
people,  like  some  oM  veicran  of  ei;^rhiy,  U)  receive  as  la^i 
lioiujrs.  This  Pulpil  coiiiiiiLiicos  ii>  Ijir-lory  w  liilr  ihe  Si.iies 
were  w  itliout  a  union  in  ^ovcrmnent,  w  hile  Dur  i:K.ri()US 
constitution  was  in;ituriiiLr^  and  il^.  year  hLlorc  \Va.«^hni;^lon 
became  Presiclcnt .  ll  has  -rcu  cnly  il.e  pro>pt'rny  of  our 
country,  and  that  pro-perity  e.\(:(  lliu-j  c-vi  ry  oihrr  in  ihe 
history  of  nalinus.  For  a  lull  (piaiu  r  of  a  ct-nlurv  //^  tun 
prosperity  and  inllucnct'  as  tiu;  thr..iu'  ol"  a  mo<l  succt'->rul 
Pastor,  [)rohahly  ('(piidu  il  lhat  oC  any  oihcr  pulpit  -urrouud- 
ed  by  a  coiniininity  of  iwcUc  huudi.-d  pt'*.p!f,  (tr  oiinLiliui^r 
the  success  hy  the  numln  is  of  pt  t.ph-.  'J'hr  mtuu.u  (d'  ilie 
morning  indicates  the  power  ol"  this  pulpii — \  hajipv  in 
arrant^rement,  clear,  conci-c,  rorcit-h-  m  hmiMiiia^.^  under 
and  do\()Ut  in  .spirit,  alter  ihc  ^n  -pcl  jjaiii  rn  in  di'druif. 

'.rins  pul[)it,  like  oIIkms,  -loi-d  hi_'h  ahtt\c'  ihr  p<  \\s,  s,> 
liigh  as  to  overlook  and  < '\ cr-liad. ilu-ui  ;  hui  ifi  the 
change  of  things  comlno-  down  to  our  liuie-,  the  pulpit  al>o 
has  been  cut  down,  and  the  pews  are  now  aluio>t  as  lugli  and 
aspiring  to  be  above  the  pulpit,  or  nu  re  truly  the  pulpit  is 
being  reduced  uiuler  the  pews.  In  tin-  jiartieuhir  too 
great  a  change  is  not  to  be  coniinendeil  a-  an  iuij)rt'\ riii«  ni. 
The  ptnnt  of  depression  is  now  reache  d  from  \\hi(  h  the 
pulpit  should  rise  to  a  suitable  eh  vation  in  the  -yiiiim  tr)  ot' 
the  churches. 

This  mountain  pulpit  of  Heath  i^  a  be;iuiil'ul  representa- 
tive of  tlie  American  pulpUs.  'I'hcir  ini--i<>n  and  tlu  ir  in- 
intluence  have  been  ouw.ud.  l''r(im  the  IM^rim  landmg  to 
tlie  present  moment  tlu  re  lias  beeii  nnl..'.-ii;itiiig  C(  nlideiicc 
in  tlie  power  of  the  Pulpit.  Nearls  all  the  i  iher  great  >nc- 
cesses  of  our  country  li:ive  had  their  times  t)f  uueert  liniy . 
So  had  the  Revolution.  So  h  id  the  forming  of  the  Vvd- 
eral  Union.     So  has  commerce,  and  internal  improvements. 
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So  has  the  value  of  the  lands  and  their  products.  All  these 
have  passed  through  times  of  hazzard  and  uncertainly. 
But  the  American  Pnlpn  has  passed  ihrcu^^h  no  such  nines 
of  uncertainly.  As  lo  ihe  p^.wcr  and  uiiliiy  of  the  pulp»it 
the  people  of  America  have  never  hr-iiand.  They  have 
never  looked  upuu  the  [iulpii  as  an  e.\j,(  riiiifiit.  l'\.r  they 
have  every  nionient  1(^1,  that  there  is  iid  (  ihcr  sj>oi  on  An.er- 
ican  soil,  no  other  monument  to  the  tdorv  of  man  i>i  ut' 
God,  no  other  t)r(raiiizali()n  or  fr;iiherin;^r  ol  tht-  people,  ou 
which  rests  the  presence,  the  power  and  the  love  of  God 
as  upon  the  pulpit. 

The  Tulpit  is  the  people's  salely.  I  m)ticed  while  in 
France  that  the  power  of  the  pulpit  h  is  hecn  .sujierceded  hy 
ceremonies  of  the  J*ri(>sih()o(l,  i.ud  the  wcrld  sees  what 
the  French  People  are  cominir  U).  1  nottced  lu  the  FiiLdi.^h 
Episcopacy  a  decline  in  ilit;  power  of  ihe  J>u!pit,  a  h>ng 
service,  and  a  short  sermon,  on  which  the  iVi-achcr  has 
spent  little  time  and  less  thought,  and  .slill  /os  henrt.  I 
noticed  amonir  the  Di.sscnter^,  I()n_r  vcrmon^,  strMn_,r  in 
thought  and  ardent  iu  emotion,  and  iht  ir  hearers  au-  the 
great  progressive  reforming  j)ower  ot'  Ijii,lafid. 

In  our  country  it  is  the  [)ulpit  that  siimiil  ite-  the  thoughls, 
quickens  the  national  consci(Mice,  moves  the  heart,  gives 
life  to  every  good  thing,  and  casts  the  blight  of  death  upon 
every  evil  thing. 

I  have  been  thinking  all  the  morning,  what  Hentli  would 
have  been  this  day  without  the  pulpit — this  old  Pulpli. 
What  a  diflerent  people  in  morals,  social  hahits,  the  sahli ath, 
all  temporal  interests,  your  farms,  the  make  of  your  cloihrs, 
and  your  very  countenances,  and  e>[)ecially  in  all  the  work- 
ings of  your  thoughts  and  hearts  to-day.  W  hat  a  changeil 
people  ! 

And  then  think  of  the  many  sons  and  d.iuuhters  of 
Heath,  whose  homes  and  inthiencc  iire  in  awry  [> art  of  our 
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country.  And  let  us  not  think  ilial  this  pulpit  is  contuied  to 
the  earlh.  Ji  h;is  irone  up  to  lifaM-n  ;inil  w  ill  have  ii<  |»lace 
and  its  influence  around  the  throne  of  the  Redeeme  r.  The 
very  image  of  this  old  pulpit,  iujpresvod  upon  ilie  minds  of 
those  who  wert^  receivin;:  ihe  words  ot'  savinij  grace,  in  the 
impressihle  repenting/  and  l.(di(.'\ inir  times  ot'  ihcir  souls, 
will  he  carried  up  and  re mcud.crL-d  iti  hra\en,  and  is  there 
already.  ^^)u  who  have  hLlic\c(l  wdl  meet  your  pa^-iur  and 
his  pulpit  ill  hea\(  ii.  (  ),  In-w  (.•ii;:ra\ cii  on  my  UJenjory  is 
every  color  and  anirlc  ni  ilial  dd  pnlpii  <.ii  whicli  the  eye  ol" 
niy  childhood  looki'(l  m  years  of  luii:^r  si-rm»>ii>. 

"  We  will  now  open  ihe  "  .l/fr-./^./z/r"  for  Mothers  and 
tlie     Mu<n(i,r  for  I5oy>."  tln^.  llcv.  S    I'.  Alh  n,  of 

New  York  ('ity,  ladilor  ol'  ihc  j)i  i  iudical-  named,  and  a  na- 
tive of  this  town,  said, 

Mk.  CiiAiKMAN  :  —  I  su[)po>e  the  molto  ju-t  rrad  is  ui- 
tended  to  call  me  out  and  I  am  h :ipi>\  In  n  p'.nd  i..  the  call. 
15ui  1  shall  not  confiiu;  myself,  ;is  olhers  who  h.ixc  sp(»kcn 
beiorc  mci  have  doiu^  to  mv  motio.  I  do  not  wi-h  h)  >jK*ak 
on  an  occasion  like  this  hecau-e  (»r  mv  ei  liiieciP'U  uiih  ihe 
press,  or  with  the  p(  riodi(:aI>  mdie.ued.  1  havi:  a  hitter 
claiu]  and  a  ukuc  in;jc  ut  iiiuine.  I  wi-h  t»»  .^peak  n>  a  >(>n 
of  Heath — lo  better  the  feelinir^  of  a  filial  heart.  Tins  is 
my  native  town  ;  and  lo-d  iv  I  l<  (  |  proud  to  >;iv  that  here, 
amonir  these  hills,  I  was  re.ua  d  1  come  here  lo  L'reet  vuu 
as  fathers  and  brc^threii,  to  coiiLfrai ul.iie  you  upon  the  hnp- 
py  occasion  which  has  brought  us  t<-i:eiher  and  to  partici- 
pate in  its  festivities. 

When  T  heard  that  our  venerable  father  and  f  •riner  pns^ 
tor — at  the  end  of  nearly  half  a  ci  utury  .-ince  liis  tu>t  coin- 
ing here,  was  about  to  return  to  vimi  tlu»  scences  (d'  iu^ 
ministry — take  bv  the  baud  the  nu  inh.er^  of  his  tlock  ami 
with   them  review  the  .^eeues  of  the  i>a-t,  1  lell  lb, it  1  mu«>l 
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be  here  ;  ufkI  I  have  Icfi  my  liofiie  at  a  nine  ulieiiitwas 
most  iiiconvciiieiit  to  ami  have  traveled  far  on  purpose 

that  I  iiiiirht  be  pre-cnt.  I  am  ^dad  thai  1  came.  1  have 
been  comjx-nsated  leu  luld.  li  ^ruuii  ilm?>  to  come  lt«i^eth- 
cr  and  iiulold  the  veiierahle  record>  uf  our  father's  hi>iory 
and  to  irat  e  the  j)ro«rre>.s  of  events  from  their  .small  heju)- 
niiiirs  to  till!  phia^iiiir  result^  which  ha\e  rolh)Wed. 

^Ve  hive  been  j)er iiiiltcd ,  once  mor»;  lu  listen  lo  the 
voire  of  oiir  \cnerahh'  ((mcIkt,  and  I  d..-ire  hrre  publicly 
to  t'\()ri'-s  1»)  him  cur  hi'jh  appi  (  <  iaih.u  id'  the  value  of  his 
inslriictiofis  ;iiid  the  1"  iithfidiic->  t.l'  hi>  labors,  uhile  he  was 
amon^r  us.  1  IvHow  thai  I  iiiicr  ihf  niiiM  r>al  .Tiilimeut  of 
us  all,  w  hen  1  .-ay  we  clirn.-.!!  ti.r  him  a  Mucerc  allcciiou — 
that  we  feel  iirattd'ul  for  th(!  kind  provide  ncc  thai  h.i.^  ihu> 
far  len;.:lheni'd  out  his  d;i\s  ;  and  lh;.l  w  in\ukr  en  l.nn  the 
blcssiiii^rs  of  a  pc-actlul  (.Id  a_^'e  and  the  rich  rewards  <•('  a 
faithful  mini-try. 

Kis  inini>lry  In^re  was  eminmll  \'  .-uece  — In!.  'I'he  church 
became  l;n*L^e  and  |)r().-p<  r. ui-  and  ilu-  Uuvn  aitained  an  hon- 
orable celebrity.  lie  ha-  told  us  thai  the  early  M-llIers  uf 
the  town  were  iiitell  iLTfnt ,  nida^triou.>,  law-abMlii»«r  and  re- 
ligious; and  r  cannot  but  li<>i)e  ih.il  this  review  i»f  iheir 
lives  and  labors  may  have  the  cd'cci  lo  .-timulale  in  the  pres- 
ent inha!)itanls  a  hi^rher  api-reci  ilioii  et*  the  su^ceptil»il  itics 
of  this  town. 

Of  late  years  its  jx.pulation  has  been  rcduceil.  lint  let 
it  he  remembered  that  ii  is  mainly  by  cnll.nu•.^  wiio  have 
gone  to  establish  other  churches  and  to  do  ^ood  cl.^c- 
where.  In  an  ai^ricultur  il  |)omt  of  view  the  town  is  now 
pa.ssing  through  a  cri-i-.  'J'lie  riclini>.>  (d'  the  virgin  .'^oil 
has  been  exhausted,  as  is  ^.Teiierall)  true  kA  the  hill  lou  ns  of 
Western  Massachusetts;  but  good  hu-bandry  will  rc-i-re  it 
in  process  of  time;  and  ail  these  towns  so  hcjlihlul  iii  h.- 
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cation  and  so  heainifiil  in  scenery  will  su.-i  iin  a  lar^t-r  pop- 
ululion  tliiui  ever  before  and  heller  reward  llie  laljur  of  liie 
husbandman. 

As  1  was  on  niy  way  to  tins  place  uf  njeeiin;:  ibis  morn- 
ing and  can^rlit  a  view  of  llie  il.-ep  inouniani  gor^^e  ibai  de- 
scends from  tlie  A'i*-.lern  parL  of  llif  town  to  the  valley  of  the 
Deerfield,  and  of  the  snrronndini;  lulls  wiili  llieir  beautiful 
farm  li  )ih.*s  m'^lled  on  Uh  ir  Mtle^,  1  iliouglit  ibal  ihc  hh)^l 
romantic  portion^  ol'  Seoiland  cojld  noi  fiirni>h  a  view 
more  deligbllnl.  I  believe  lli  il  a  companion  wduM  not 
bliow  us  to  Ijc  interior  m  an\ilimj  bill  a  liir-iory.  We  can- 
not spe.ik  ol*  cla^Nic  as-ocialioiis  or  of  ;jn  al  and  lieroic 
aclii(^v  cmenlr- ;  but  it  remain^  for  }on  who  dwtdl  hereto 
give  this  [)lace  a  hi<lorv  by  a-pinni^  to  hijli  aims  and  en- 
acting great  ami  intod  deeds. 

Il  is  not  a  lertih^  ^oll  or  ^pM-mlid  dw  ellings  ;  ii  is  nctl  tine 
villngrs  or  great  weallh  that  make  a  l<.wn  ;  —  it  is  men 
higli  imiid(Nl  and  pali  iotie  —  men  iiiul!i_'cnl  ami  indde  ; 
tliey  make  a  town.  And  wbeilu  r  llit-y  live  .mi  the  barren 
crags  of  Scotland  ov  the  bleak  hills  of  Nc\n  iji::Iam]  ihey 
will  command  the  respect  and  aj>proval  of  the  world. 

I  hope  lliis  occasion  will  not  pa^r^  by  wiihoul  having  its 
clVect  in  stimulating  in  evi;ry  ciu/en  of  ilu-  town  a  hi^lit-r 
appreciation  of  the  e\C(dl(Micy  of  ihis  h)cation  and  ol  it- 
unlimited  cap'd)il ities.  [  wonld  th  it  thi>  mii^lil  be  a  '^i  irt- 
ing  point  of  j)rogre>s  and  th  il  we  mu'hi  mark  it  by  ^ome 
visibhi  act.  Lot  us  per[)etuate  the  remembrance  i>f  lliis 
J^y — let  us  pul)li.sh  the  iii>lrueii\('  hi  lorn  al  discourse  to 
which  we  have  listened  —  let  n.-,  coll.  cl  and  pre-er\e  t»ilicr 
hist()ric;d  facts  before  they  havt>  all  j)cri-lnd  from  the  mem- 
ory of  the  ohh^r  citi/.(Mis  who  are  fi.-l  pa-<ing  away. 

I  would  that  by  some  more  palp  ible  outward  act  we 
might  perpetuate   the  resolutions  and  pur[)t»sed  lo  which 
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tins  (lay  has  nrivcu  blrll!.  If  it  wore  practicable  I  would 
propose  that  each  slKUihl  [)1  mt  a  tree  to  stand  as  a  memori- 
al in  fiilurij  }ears — to  ^[row  and  ^hed  il.->  leaves  near  hy  the 
graves  t^f  our  fathers  and  wilnr--^  t<»  I'ulure  Lreneraii(»n>-  lh.it 
we  love  onr  nalivi;  place  and  iiiNukc  on  it  all  hh'^^in;^. 

We  i.h./il  nut  all  meet  aijain  in  this  world.  W  e  hcnce 
to  our  dillerent  and  di-tant  homes  to  enact  our  individual 
history — to  instamp  onr  iiiipre-s  upon  this  world  and  then  go 
to  our  account  in  the  next.  I  c  innoi  In-tter  close  than  in 
the  word.-^  of  the  i)oet  with  sli^rht  alirralions  — 

W'h.'ii  ilio  dri'uiii^  u(  lile  are  lli-il, 
A\'lieu  its  \Mi  i(  il  l:)inp->  are  il«'ail, 
.A\'hLMi  Hi  Lc^lil  ubliv  ion'b  ^halle, 
I'l-auiy,  |»o\\cr  ainl  f;niic  arc  laul, 
Where  ninnorlul  .spirits  rei;^n, 
Thcic  may  we  all  iiie<;l  ag.mi. 

The  next  tc^pic  introiluced  w  as  — 

"  The  Moiintdiii  Slu  [)ht  rd  of  t  h.irtji-si  i  ijrar^.  — to  which 
Rev.  A.  U.  Smith,  of  Auckland,  replieil  neirly    a-  f.lloN-..-^  : 

In  these  da.ys  of  niini->lerial  chanLi^V'-,  it  i.-  an  honor  to  h  ive 
been  the  j^a.stor  of  the  same  (  hurch  lor  thn  iy-M\  year<. 
The  insl  aiices  are  rare  in  w  hich  a  nimi-t.T  remains  so  loner 
a  time  amonn;  his  peoph\  It  is  true  we  occasionally  hear 
of  a  minister's  preachinir  his  half  century  sermon,  but  <ueh 
cases  are  few,  and  lew  there  are  who  remain  for  a  period 
of  thirty-six  years  minibtering  to  the  same  peopde. 

God  has  honored  the  ministry  of  his  ageil  -er\ant  m  ihi.s 
place.  The  numerous  revival.-,  whndi  accomj)anie<l  hii 
preaching  durimr  tho>e  thirty-six  years  an^  evidence  ot  thi-<. 
God  has  hi;.dily  honored  him  by  thu-  iiiaktUL^  him  the  in- 
strument (^f  so  much  good,  and  he  has  IT^hly  hoiiori d  this 
place  by  <fivin(^r  it  such  a  mim-lry.  'i'ht;  remarkable  di  — 
[)lays  of  God's  saviii;^r  power  amon^r  this  peoph;  m  coniu  c- 
(ion  with  the  labors   of  tlu  tr   former  pa.-rt.^r   have  inveMi  d 
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this  place  with  a  kind  of  sacredui'S-s.  Tlic-re  are  iiianv  in- 
terestirig  and  sacrL-d  a.-sociaiiofis  comit'Clcd  with  ihi^  place. 
There  are  such  ainoni^r  people  of  my  cliar^je,  ami  the 
scenes  of  the  p:i-l ,  coiinrctril  \s  II  h  thi^  plaor,  are  >idl  re- 
membered -pokcii  ot  wiih  Hit'  rc-i.  'J'his  place  ua?* 
the  first  o(  all,  in  this  i in mcd i ale  \ii  ini!v,  ih  i!  erected  a 
hunse  ol  wor-hip,  and  it  was  liDin  aiii.niir  ihe  ancestors  of 
niy  |)re>ent  eh  iriic,  ih.il  ihu-c  pimi-,  wtunt'ii  cariu*  on  foul, 
waded  ihioniih  ihi;  river,  .tiid  axi-ndrd  ihc-c  hei^hi^  of 
Zinn  ti)  worship  (lod  m  thai  ancn-ni  >ancinarv  helMn-  il 
was  moved  to  this  j)l ace.  Truly  ihi^  \iA>  heen  an  hiniord! 
phice,  lor  il  has  hcen  I  (•ihtrcd  hv  the  pre-ence  of  i^yicU  de- 
voleil  and  seir-sacnrK  iiiM-  wnr^npper-,  and  (jnd  ha^  honfri  il 
it  !)y  the  he.-townieni  hi>  hh'-Mii;:  m  cniniect ioii  wiili  a 
lailhtnl  mnii-try.  1  (h)  imt  \S(ai(h  r  ih.il  mu-  of  the  M»n>  of 
Jleath,  \v  ho  has  prcci  ihd  me,  .-aid  that  he  li-ll  ii  w  a^  an  hon- 
or to  have  had  his  hirlh  place  heie.  It  an  hnimr  lo  h.i\c 
l)een  horn  and  to  \\  \\c.  Ii\ed  in  a  place  lull  ol*  ^.icretl  m- 
terest — a  place  which  d'od  hi>  ->o  iii:j!il\  hoiioretj  with  >uch 
a  ministry  and  with  such  di-plav-  «•!  hi>.  ;:racious  p(»w»r. 
Such  a  ministry  for  so  h»n^r  a  peru'il  cannot  I'nl  ol  in.ikm<( 
a  deep  lUnl  ahidin.,^  impre-.-iou  on  a  people.  I  km»\v  lliis 
from  my  own  e.xptTience  ainoii:^-  the  people  »)1  mv  char:;i-. 
The  first  pastor*  of  that  church,  alilhai^rj,  mini.*-iry  duL 
not  continue  for  .-o  h)ni^f  a  p'-ri  id  a-  ihirt\-M\  years,  lor  he 
died  and  was  huried  ainoii^  them,  \ei  he  m.oh'  an  impres- 
sion on  that  people  w  hich  la-l-  to  tin-  day.  Il  cannol  Im^ 
ollierwise  than  that  such  a  miuiMry  h'Te  lor  ^o  loiiir  a  pe- 
riod shouhJ  make  a  la.^iiii::  iiiipre--iou. 

In  view  of  the  honor  whn  h  (iml  has  pui  up<  n  tins  place, 
how  sliould  till-  pc(»ple  he  ^timulatiil  to  aiinity  ami  zt-al  in 

♦  Kev.  Josiah  Spaultiiii:^  w  as  palter  ol'  llic  ihurth   in  lUiclxlanJ 

about  iwcnty-iiinc  ycar>,  loan  IT'.'l  Id  1^■J3. 
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iheir  exertions  I'liat  its  fcjrmer  chnracier  may  be  su-taineil,  and 
thai  it  may  yet  be  all  ibat  it  has  bcru,  amlevei^  mure.  Wliut 
though  you  have  a  more  severe  climate  and  a  less  ferlile 
soil  than  many  other  [)laces,  and  cannot  furnir-h  so  larj^e  an 
amount  of  tlni  products  ol'  the*  (.-artli  \'vi  vou  can  rurnish 
men  and  woniL-n,  trained  up  Inn;  for  the  service  (*f  (lod, 
and  j)repared  to  bless  the  \vt)rld,  and  this  is  an  export  uf 
far  greater  v. due  than  all  the  eoinini.diiirs  of  earth. 

You  have  no\\' listened  in  vuur  !"« )r m<T  pa-ti»r,  pr«)bab!y ,  for 
the  la^t  lime.  lie;  i.sni»\v  nearly  lour  -cttre  \ears  of  aj^e  ;  lie 
is  now  laynig  a>id(!  his  ariiKir  ;  lii>  \S(trk  will  S(K)n  be  done, 
and  he  will  he  gathered  lo  hi^  r.iihcr-.  Let  hi.>  la>l  \\««rds 
to  you  sink  dee[)  iiiio  vuuf  he  art-,  ami  make  an  i!npre>>i<>ii 
that  shall  never  h(^  elTiced. 

In  respect  to  him,  then*  is  one  ihiiiL^  which  we  could  have 
desired.  It  is  that  he  miL^lil  h  ive  remaim-d  le-re  to  the 
present  time,  the  siiitDr  /)(t^l<ir  of  ihi-^  chun-h  and  people, 
that  here  he  miL^hl  spi  iid  hi>  rciiiaiiiiug  d.iv-  in  the  bosoin 
of  his  own  spiritual  ramilv,  and  In-re  <lii',  ;md  Invr  hi>  prave 
among  the  pcoph^  lor  whom  he  li  i-  prayed  and  1  ibnn-d,  ;jnd 
iVom  this  [)lace,  so  lull  of  iiitere-i  to  him,  go  up  to  receive 
his  glorious  reward. 

Rev.  J.  Eastman,  of  W(>-t  Hawh  y,  replied  to  the  fol- 
lowing:— .1  ^'0(^li/  l^iopl^  tf^'  >'<r<t  vf  iniiii>ttri(tl  suc- 
cess.'' 

Mu.  Piu: sii)i:n'1'  : — <>ur  vem  rahle  f.ither,  with  his  charac- 
teristic modesty,  lias  told  us  that  one  grand  means  of  his  min- 
isterial success  was  llu;  character  of  the  people,  who  dsselt 
here  fifty  years  ago.  Such  an  euh.:,ry  shouhl  be  written  m 
letters  of  living  light,  that  all  puMerity  m.iy  read.  A  g«.dly 
])Oople  the  secret  of  miiiiMerial  mi.c.^-^.  Thi^  truth  slu-nld 
be  inscribed  on  the  door-poMs  of  the  saiietu.ir\.     Here  is 
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the  vital  blood,  wlucli  wanns  the  lieari,  llows  ihruii^^h  al! 
the  veins  and  givi.-b  life  lu  ihc  ininiMer.  This  l\ni!,  and 
his  illustrious  compeers  felt,  when  he  buid  to  the  s.iinis  at 
Thessalonica,  *'  Now  uc  li\e,  if  ye  >land  fi-l  in  the  l.<.rd.  " 
More  than  intiin  ilini^,  in  it,  if  a  jia-ior  has  not  the  >)  in- 
pathies,  the  prayers,  the  ( i>-t)|/eraliuu  ol*  hiri  |»ei.|>le,  lie 
could  scarce  be  expt'cicd  to  live. 

When  that  a;rtMl  diuuc,  in  the  flower  of  Ins  youth,  came 
to  tins  pi. !(•<_',  he  \\  a-  \rr  \  liiLrjily  esteemed  in  hue  for  his 
work's  sake.  in  diir  lunc,  lu-  luok  i»ne  o|*  ihe  d.'lli'Jhtcr^  t»r 
the  land:  "  ihr  |)rn:e  w  a.>  lar  above  rubies;  Inr  hhc  did  hint 
(Tiiod  and  not  evil  all  ilie  (l;i_\r,  of  hrr  lil.  ■  Here  u  as  iheir 
first  love — for  each  (»llifr,  ami  1(  r  all  the  lb  (  k  (\i  r  which 
the  IFoly  Ghost  had  made  iiini  o\i-i-t(.r.  'rheii  the  >ti:rel 
of  (jod  was  upon  llieir  labernade.  Wlun  ihe  i-.ir  heaul 
the  under-.slk  plier(l,  llieii  ii  ble  — l  il  hrn  ;  when  the  eve  .-:iw 
liim,  it  j^Mve  \vitne.-.>  ui»h)  bun.  In  bi-  presence,  the  Vouiijj 
men  refraiiicd  from  lalkmif  and  ibe  aiieil  rt*^e  ami  >h><>d." 
A\'lien  be  spoke  the  laili.  r--  b-'bl  ilu-ir  peace;  lor  lie  wa^ 
the  messeiiLier  ol"  tlii-  Lonl  o|"  b.»>i>.  '  (u  the  solemn  aN- 
GCmbly,  bis  words  were  sui  rier  lb  m  b«Mirv;  and  w  bi  n  he 
led  tbcir  devolion^,  all  lb.;  eon.: rei:.ii i. .n  >fiiutl  bcli.ro  the 
Lord.  In  iIk;  (•b»-et,  .al  ibc  I'lmdy  allar  aiid  in  the  hieelinj^ 
for  prayer,  ihe  j)as(o)-  w  a  >  on  tiu  ir  bcariN.  Ah.m.'  ihe.'-e 
streets  and  hill-sides  were  A  iron>  and  Iiof>  and  im»tln'rs  in 
Israel,  "  who  pra\ed  to  (ioil  al\sa\^  '  An<l.  bo\\e\jT  much 
tliey  loved  the  i('>>pel,  ibev  wt  re  m»t  nnmimirul,  ihal  iIun 
treasure  was  in  an  e.irtben  ve-^el  —  a  man  liUt»  one  of  them. 
Hence  when  an  ariow  piernd  Ins  bea:  i ,  t lu  y  tell  the  wound. 
In  short,  thf^t  fxujjlt  were  dotr.^  ol  tbt?  wurd. 

With  solemn  and  mlen.^e  intere-l  we  lia\e,  lln^  day,  lis- 
tened to  some  of  the  ri  -nli>  ol  >\\k  \\  .-\mpaibv  ami  l  o-ope- 
ration.     For  a  siieeev-iun  of  year.-^  the  Lord  pouretl  upon 
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lllis  viiieyard  an  iiniiilcrru[)teil  hlnj\ser  of  holy  innueiice, 
like  w  ater  upon  lli;it  i>tliir>ly  and  floods  upiui  i he  dry 
grouinJ."  'I'hat  old  sanctuary,  wiili  its  irciuure  pews,  spa- 
cious ^alh;iy  ami  iioi  nnrrcfpieiilly  i-xiru  seals  in  ihe  ai<leji, 
was  lileially  jjri->ed  with  u  or-liipp(  r>.  Much  of  ihe  so- 
lemnity and  in.-^iruclii.n  ol  the  >ahljiih  wna  carnt-d  ihron^'li 
the  weidv.  J^ike  Ahrah  ini,  the  father  commanded  his  chil- 
dren and  his  hou.~i  h«iM  al'u  r  hini. 

In  those  days,  liuTi'  went  up  iVoni  the^i*  hoi;^'hls  of  Zion, 
n  gnat  liglil  ;  and  ihr  pe^'ple  lh.:t  walkid  in  darkness  saw 
it.  The  l.-h'S  ol"  the  I'acifir  >  i\v  it  ;  and  the  de^'r.iclt  j 
Hindoos.      It   shone  II  <!v    L  iml   and   upon  ihe 

hh-edin^r  trihc-  of  Alrir  i.  h  i-  hi  licvcd  that,  ni  all  the 
elrcnit^  ol"  his  <j  1' nu.u-i  wav,  ihit  "^nn  .-lh)ne  np.>n  no  hn^'hicr 

^J)Ot. 

IJiit  where  are  now  tho-c  prayin.,^  ralhcrs  f  ihn>o  wre^-l- 
ling  niolher>l  le\".'  roiii  iin  to  'jraee  this  lesliv.d.  'IMiosc 
loved  ones,  who  UM-d  t»)  hrra^t  the  int  ainl  am  >lorms,  t(i  iiu*el 
the  solemn  coiinlenanee  of  their  pi-torin  the  > aneiuary, 
"  re^t  tVoin  thrir  lahor.^.''  Th'i-i'  Iri'innlons  hotlirs^  lho>e 
()rien  weary,  .lehing  lu'ad,-,  now  >j. cp  juu  in  the  diisl  and 
silently  wait  the  rc-iirreeliuii  <  it"  I  hr  jii-l  ;  — hut  lh.»>c  holy 
soub,  tiiat  used  to  eonlciid  with  pniK-ip  d it ic^  and  powers, 
have  (j;()ne,  with  their  p  ihn>  of  \ic(nrv,  to  hejhcr  and  wider 
fiidds  of  useliihie>s,  "  To  ^hine  k  ih  •  hn^htrnj-^s  of  the 
firmament  and  as  the  stars  furi  Vcr  and  cvrr." 

(jod  halh  said,  "  instead  of  thy  t  iih.'rs  ^h  dl  Im-  ihy  ehil- 
dren  ;   whom  thou    m  lye-t  i)iuo-rs   in  all  ihecarih." 

Such  is  the  fict,  and  Mirh  th.-  prMim^.  AM  the  solemn 
interests  of  ihi  -  eh'.ir.-h,  thi^  lo  sn.  ii>  ih  hK,  ii-  lloeks,  its 
herds,  its  dweHm^s — ''I  otlx  r  h  ui.N  'l\  !npi)ral  ro- 
si)()nsil)ilities  re.>t  on  otlh'r  .-liMiildcr.^.  And  tlu  re  mu>l  tlu-y 
remain,  until  you  ah<»,  lie  hnn  Mth   thi^  S(mIs.     i'Vi.m  this 
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mountain  huuse  issued  .^irL'.iruib,  cxierKling  to  all  naiiuiii. 
Broader  and  de('|)C'r  will  ilny  lli.w,  till  the  rivt-rri  of  God 
sh  ill  water  the  wliuK'  riiih.  It  ilh'-e  translucent  streams 
C(Mild  enrich  so  far,  w  hilt-  \  c  l ,  innn-lcr^- n  <le  t-n  baddie-ba^rs, 
and  scattered  their  wunU  wiih  the  pace  of  the  com- 

mon l\)st ;  \slial  should  ht-  duuc,  wlien  men  pa'^s  through 
the  huid  hy  ihc  streu^Mh  of  lin*  ;  and  hcnd  forlli  tin  ir  jjreul 
llioughls  on  lli(.'  \\inir-,  ol'  lijhlninj  f  Thi-^  lotji-.-tiK.! ,  en 
which  we  roll,  is  htcoMiih^  a  va-i  w  l.i-pfrin;^  {^'allcrv.  Ht* 
not  surprised  if,  in  a  liiil.-  111111',  a  iiit»venirnt  I'f  llie  lips  in 
Heath,  is  heard  upon  ili.-  HimiiimI.iIj  niounlaiii>.  'J\>-cIav, 
conhdent  arr;nijjemLiii.-i  are  nii.kin^^  l>y  winch  a  touch  of 
///c  bhall  speak  to  the   mhahiianta  heyniiij  the  M'ai* 

Then,  who  .will  dare  to  >ay  wli.il,  hl'iy  ytais  hence,  uill  br 
matters  of  hl.-tor)  ? 

it  Heath  h  not  made  prinee>;  the  power  c>r  her  |)r«'ph- 
ets  is  lelt  in  all  the  c-ai  iii.  'V\)V.  hle>-^in^'"4  c»r  iniili  iimh-H, 
ready  to  perish,  liave  coiiif  upon  her  so!is  ;  and  her //(///^'A^  /  i 
havi'  caused  many  a  w  ido\s's  heari  to  ^\\\'^  !..r  joy  Tiien. 
\\hat  ^iKiy  she  do  in  lime  in  eo:ni-  ' 

'i'hat  viclor,  in  a  iliMii^ind  hatiles,  i-  no\*,  un;j:irtlmg  hu 
liurness  to  join  the  L!h)i  e»u>  army  of  cou'pieri ts.  \  cncra- 
ble  Fatlu^r  : — it  is  indei  d  a  \ery  Ln'''»t  pri\ilc;^e  to  see  \«»nr 
face  to-d.iv,  and  hear  ihe  word-  <d'  uair  lip<.  Tt)  bflmld 
tlie  couuKMiance  of  no  t)ilier  IniiiL^  man  would  i:i\e  me 
greater  joy.  WMien  I  wa>l).«rii  vou  wrre  ni  tin*  mini-irv 
Though  hut  a  iVaclioii  ol"  a  \rai  })a-M'il,  1m  iween  youi  eii- 
terin<_r  this  hi-ili  ;md  holy  woik,  and  my  commencini!  an 
eternal  exisieiice.  ImiII  fi!i\  >e,ir-  h.i\e  y»'U  Ix en  (  iiUuMni 
W  ilh  ihe  (_n)-pel  ol'  (Mu  i-l.  W  il  h  w  I1  .1  s uc  c»  — ,  I  cuhl  m-l 
no\v  H.-p  a  word,  if  MMir  limh-  aiid  hp-  wiie  n.  t  already 
\\ilhered  for  the  (.oave.  \\  \  iweiit\  )e.ir-,  il  has  been  n.) 
settled  conviction,  that  ni  i.rojx -rl mn  to  ihe  number  id'  bii 
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charge,  no  minister  of  Cliribi  has  been  more  liiuhly  lionoreJ 

of  God  ihiiii  )(iu  ;  niid  no  p  i^tor  ha^  met  nji.rc  <ouLs  at  tiio 
table  (jf  Ills  Savior  liivinir  s,,  ^fu,,ij  (..\ideiicL-  ihul  they  wen* 
his  discijjlcs.  The  Lord  aUo  ^ra^t-  u,ii»,  y.u  juiieniul 
nine  chddreii.  Si\  of  w  li< .m^  u  iln..|r  luoihcr,  yni 
conndenlly  trust,  ni  J(  mi.  ;  winle  lho>e  u  hu  rennm.  vmi  a^ 
conlidenlly  tru-t,  an-  jirrparini^'  fur  ihe  sanie 

 bli*s>cil  ilci-p, 

From  will,  h  .-'.,1  uuKis  lu  Uirp." 

Then  how  hlc:3Mjd,  ;dj..\e  r.iihrr>,  har^t  thou  hrcii.  Hut 
>()()n,  very.MHMi,  arc  yon  L'<'inir  h,  y,,,r  fnndy,  lo  >oiir  pi-o- 
))h.',  tc;  the  ^Mcat  cohL'i  I'll  .lion  ..j"  ihc  ^jood  ,  and,  w  J1..1  1,  n,. 
linilidy  more  than  all.lo  Christ  \our  i  t.  rnal  an*]  a.h.r.dd.- 
Savior.  W.hal  -  n.i  u,-.  \m1|  ,,11  -o,,ii  f\|H.riciicc  hry«.inJ 
tlie  Hood  o!"  (!.  aih  '  llo\'.(  \.  r  pamlhl  to  n>,  the  inninriit 
your  woik  i,-.  »h)n(',  \oni  (hM-iphnt-  i  mhd,  u  c  hid  noii  m,,. 
with  \our  ciowii  .nid  w  ni  hup,  hdliil  Nt»nr  ctirn;.l  hh--lii! 
work,  a  king  and  a  j>iif.-i  unio  (iod  in  \uhy  \v<^[hi.  iio, 
east  your  erijwn  al  (he  Sa\ior'.s  tcLl  and  ^.-im-  to  Chri-l  ih»' 
/.dory. 

In  view  of  the  nionu-iaou-  r( -nits  t.f  a  preai  h(  «I  ^jo.vpid 
nj)on  i)eini^fs  lorminii  a  c h;: i  .letcr  f'-r  an  eiern  .1  >lale  (d'  c  \- 
i.stenci',  how  ^houhl  thi-  (h-  ir  pci  j)Ie  ithcr  around  thi*  man. 
whom  yon  have  ehD.-cn  \o  innii-t'  1  l'..r  (io(h  NVilh  what 
alleetion  for  him  and  for  each  oiIk  r,  what  h»vt  of  the  (rulh 
and  Ordinances  (d'  ("liii-t,  wiiit  >lc.idr.:^lnc-';,  what  /ej|. 
what  pr.iver,  wli.it  fidi  liiv  ni  c\i  ry  co.ul  \n  ork  should  you 
encouiaire  tk'e  heart  and  .-ircnjMhcn  thi-  hands  of  your  pa>- 
tor.  'i'hiMi,  he  bhi)/ii^  mul  do  it.  ('.ad«l  \oiir  fathers  .•»eii(J 
>noh  str<.'am.^  ot'  h:[hl  and  he, doe:  w  ili-r.-.  >»)  l.ir  miI<)  the 
(hep  j)()lhilion>  ol"  ]*ai,'an  niidit,  tJtin,  "Only  helhou  slron;^ 
and  ol"  ^M)od  loiiraoa  am!  ihi^  /nai  >\\:\\\  ari>c  and  put  cu: 
her  heautilul  garmciil.-      l'r.>,u  the  tannlv  altar,  ihr  sorul 
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circle,  praij,  that  it  may  ple.tse  the  sutVercr  of  Calvary,  yol 
to  send  abroad  from  this  saiictuary  llame^  of  \\g\\{  and  s.d- 
vatioii,  as  iriuch  more  ahuiidaiil  than  iho>u  irom  the  turnier, 
as  facilities  are  now  mnlii[)lifd  lor  -peakiuir  to  the  k in^^loriH 
and  the  nations  that  wall;  m  (J  irkiu-.-.  77/<//,  when  yuu 
are  gone  the  way  of  all  iIil*  e  inh,  "  another  longue  nn  ill 
arise  arid  declare  to  your  cluidrt  n  whit  w.uidcr-  ihr  Lord 
wrought  in  the  days  u\'  ihcir  f.iih.Tv 

"  77/6'  faiuUij    (Hid  >c/i('n/  :  d,,,  (n/iili(iii,s    rf'  thf 

C/iurc/i  to  t/di/i  th(  iror/il  for  imtli  (hkI  Uiunii." — lhi> 
S(Mitiment  the  Ke\ .  \\  .  A  Nu  li(i«-,  of  T.i  ook fh  ld ,  re^ piMMlctl 
snbstantially  as  loih.ws. 

Mk.  PRKSior.x  I  : — I  have  n<.t  ihr  honor  to  have  hccn  a 
native  of  Heath;  and  y.  l  I  ha\c  m!)1  iin,-.!  a  hirihrii^hi  t.» 
stand  anionif  her  |>ri\  i!(  Mrd  >on-  i<>-i!.i\  ;  -niee  llie  larger 
half  of  myself,  and  that  h  ilf  on  the  hciter  sidt-  of  nic,  i> 
more  neindy  related  to  the  [iri luipul  jxnt  (d"  tiii<  ocr.jsion 
than  any  other  present. 

1  coiiu^  it|),  sir,  at  ihi.'  aiinoniK-cinfiii  of  votir  smiiinrnt, 
to  tell  yon  that  1  li\(^  in  a  m.I  hou-c,  at  the  h<  :nl  of  a 
innnerons  faanily.  huK-ed,  .-o  intiin.iti  Iv  — o«-i,itrd  art-iln' 
two  words,  in  our  niind^,  that  tlu  \  fi-rm  one  CMniiM.nnd 
whole.  A  Sovereign  hiiiid  ha>  hr'aii^ht  me  downfum  liie 
pid|)it,  and  1  am  happy  to  \\\.rlv  in  tlii>  lowi  r  -phi-re,  in  llh' 
school  and  the  family,  where  1  einh  i\or  to  lav,  to  .-•'nie  ex- 
tent, the  essential  fonndalions,  for  iln-  succe>s  of  the  pnlpii. 
Thongh  inncii  lower  than  the  pnlpil.  yet  1  legard  the  fnndv 
a  very  important  field  of  lalxn*  ;  for.  wiierever  an  (•(in. 
cation  may  receive  its  fiai-h,  it  certainly  mn^t  oominenco 
in  tiie  family,  and,  in  its  pro_rr('->  npwaid,  mn-t  pa<s  ihronjli 
the  school.  \\\  giving  a  ch  tniiilon  (.{'  an  (•dn»'ati"n  in  \\^ 
comprelunisive  sense,  we  miglit  >ay  ni  thr  I  iiil'h  "L'e  ul"  m  n!i- 
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ematics  :  There  is  glccn—:in  eiubryo  body  willi  nerves  and 
bone  and  inuscle.s  ;  and  u,  this  body  ibe  merirst  rrerin  uf  a 
mind,  endowed,  however,  u  nh  Hi^ceptibditi.-  lor  an  mlinile 
expansion.  Now  it  is  rtfjmr.d  lodrau  out  iVoin  thi>«  t-nibryo 
bemLS  ^'I'd  lead  up  lo  comparat n  c  pL-rlrriiun,  a  rr.d  man  or 
\vonian, — one  ol'  ihc  w.ald tn,,.  hcMried  — Mirh  an  i)rie  ai> 
God  wants  to  work  lur  him  h.  r.-,  an.)  hve  wilh  Wln^  hrreaf. 
ter.  'IMiis  is  the  r(  .d  aim  of  ihc  rumily,  ihc  soho..|,  ;uid  ihc 
chnrch  ;  and  any  llnn-.huii  (,rihi>  I'dU  below  ihi-  aim 
My  heart  is  sick,  my  car  i-,  pain.-d  wiih  I.i\isb  |)rui>es 
of  eihication,  lal-dy  so  c  iHcd,  l)"c:iu>c  so  parird,  ami  ron. 
secpientiy  .^o  ddicirnt  and  incdr<pi;iic  to  inert  the  pracin:ai 
wants  of  real  m  nih.MxI.  I|.)\v  m my  a  clever  lad  mi;iln 
have  made  SomcihniL^  and  have  hrcn  nM-lnl,  had  a  ri'.:hi 
direction  been  i/iven  him  at  lir-l  :  but  he  has  been  >ul]ereij 
to  run  wild  until  turned  o\cr  the  vch.w.ls,  where  In-  has 
had  simply  books  piled  on  hi>  lie  id,  nuid  lie*  brain<  have 
ceased  to  mo\(',  at  lea-l  in  iht  diii  (  ii..n,  the  bt.oK>  pointed 
out,  and  has  made  a  "  di  ad  -ei"  in  hn  ennr-e  jor  the  w.mt 
of  a  proper  onllit.  How  m.m\  i.i  the  wmmr  u.iv,  are  ctln- 
cated  lo  death,  t(  li\e  Ln.ud  Imt  ni.ihiiiLr  (•\er  alter.  .M  uiv 
of  these  conr>es,  insieail  of  diMwm^r  ih,.  m  n,  into  full 
and  fair  j)roportions,  do,  a>  it  Acre,  "  blocli  hnn  in"  to  the 
little  boy  and  keep  him  tin  re  diiriMir  b fe.  \  irne  (  inciimn 
implies  several  important  i->ue<  in  pn>jrr<s  to  ctMiiplc- 
tion.  But,  sir,  it  is  pa-t  the  tine'  <»!'  d  i\  for  a  ^je-ecli  on 
this  platform,  and  it  is  ea<y  to  see,  th  it  itchin:^'  e.irs  arc  rap 
idly  cooling  oil*.  So  I  will  onlv  name,  in  bred',  two  or  three 
items  essential  to  completion  in  this  ci.ur>e. 

Genuine  piety  is  recpiisite  to  a  compleie  tdncaiion.  Tu 
secure  this,  1  know  is  the  leading  ob|ect  (»r  llu*  pidpii  nial 
the  ministry;  and  yet,  something  mn>t  be  done  in  ibis  di- 
rection before  the  child  is  old  enough  to  rec^eive  miu'h  ben- 
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efit  from  the  puhlic  services  of  the  smcui  irv,  else  your  pas- 
tor,  when  he  comes  to  hoUl  forth  the  uurd  n\'  Jifo  frum  that 
sacred  desk,  will  iju)>a  burdy  <.,\v  am..nLr  ihurns  :  and  the- 
thorns  will  sprinir  up,  and  choke  the  word;  and  >o  u  u  iH 
become  unfruitful.  M  uly  ;ru,,  ih,.  elnid  a  knowled^re  of 
God  as   the   Author   alike  of  j.rovidcnce   and   rtn  idalhuj. 

Teach  hinj,  practically,  his  drjicndiiicc  and  >nifnln«'--,  

learn  him  heartily  to  ack  n.)U  h-d^r,.  h,,ih  in  prayer,  and,  (.r«li- 
iiardy,  yon  have  not  onl)  anc h. aa-.l  him  t.)  ^:\\\:  prmciph/s, 
you  h  ive  also  cnhivatcd  sii>ci  pt i hil it les  which  u  ill  ni  ikc 
him  love  the  Iioij-m'  of  (iod  and  hrad  him  to  how,  rt-vcrcuily, 
hefore  the  awful  maj.,'.-.iy  of  truih.  (  >nr  lir-l  parents  Coiii- 
nienced  heim^r  in  union  with  (io.l  ;  and  the  iiiduccinciil 
which  led  them  to  iraii-_:rc^.  w  a-,  ih  il  ih<-v  mi^rhi  Lcciniie 
ai:  (jods  theniM-Ues,  and  -o  carry  out  a  s\>tfm  of  educahoii 
inore  peculiarly   tln^ir  own.     M  inv  hccn  the  inaU  of 

this  plan,  sincti  th.^  first  atlcmpi.  liiii  as  thr  i'.\pcnnK-nl«-rs 
have  educated  only  for  timr,  aii<l  imdi-r  the  insirucii»»n  cd" 
another  Master^  they  hive  done  liith-  m.-reilian  turni-h  liic 
vessels  of  wrath  thort)ii_rhl  v  fitted  for  d.  -iriuMion.  We  know 
there  often  are  import  lilt  ad\  aiiee>  ni  eharaet-T,  wiihoni  pie- 
ty. .Alany  of  the  ci\  il  antl  so.:ial  \irlues  ni  ly  In*  cuiliv.Ued 
iudefinit(dy,  and  after  ile-ir  kind,  \  irld  much  friiil  f«»r  I  he 
comfort  of  S()ciety.  i>y  iih-aiiN  o|'  the-e,  the  w  heels  of  life 
are  made  to  pl.iy  with  le>-  friction,  ..ml  inanv  a  ri)U»»li  place 
is  made  smoother,  under  their  iiidiiem'i-.  We  may,  indet-d, 
be  great  in  all  learning  hut  the  love  ..l  (iod,  and  \et  wa*  >hall 
lack  one  needful  branch,  until  nnittd  to  ("hri.sl  l)y  both  ami 
obedience. 

Another  requisite,  in  a  <rood  education,  is  a  due  regula- 
tion (jf  the  a[)petites  and  pa--i'>ii>.  j|r  ih  it  halli  no  rule 
over  his  own  s[)irit  is  like  a  cii\  that  biadxcn  down  and 
without  walls.     In  (he  soul  there  are  manv  le>>er  facult ie>, — 
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all  iieeclful  in  themselves,  and  a!l  valnaMe  scrvanis,  u  Ikmi 
kept  ill  due  suhjui-iiuii  to  reason  and  eidi;r|iioiied  Cdnscuuce 
as  chief;  hut  always  uu^all-,  and  nlu-ii  terrible  iiia-icrs  when 
ahowed  to  (raul  th(;  ascen(huic\.  How  many  a  iK.blt-  ship 
is  seen  phjuing  the  DLcan  c.f  life  <tirii  fuvtmuit,  ihe  .vpurl 
and  jest  of  every  adM  r-c  wind  and  wave,  hecaiiM;  not  pn^ji- 
eriy  adju.^lL-d  with  a  due  pr..|M.Mi(,M  ,,r  s;,,J  ball.^^l  at 

the  ()Ul.-.(.l. 

Airaiu,  hahils  ol'  pt  r.-evLTini:  nnhj>try  are  e>seiiiial  to  a 
C()ni[)lLt(i  eihiraiiou.  I.1!likv-  im.i  cnly  the  parent  of 
many  \  ices  and  the  .-^uurci'  «.f  mueh  misery,  it  is  also  the 
nio.^t  tormi(hd)h'  Ine  i.>  a  eui  ic.-i  inledh-ctnal  and  moral  dc- 
\  eh)pfmeiit.  Thi-  Ixxiy  ;uid  the  s*)ul  are  to  be  kept  in  tune, 
and  in  hurinony  w  iih  carh  «.ihiT,  hy  -nii  dde  empli»ymeiit  of 
some  IxIikL  Imhcd,  cvciy  ihiiii  in  \\\r  nni\erse  is  made  t(» 
serve,  accordiiiL^  lo  ii<  c upai- iiy  ;  ;ind  the  excellence  c»f  its 
service  con-^tilutes  /7s  (h  i^ree  lU"  prrU-ction.  The  Son  <jf 
Alan  came  not  to  he  iinin-tci  i  d  U!ii.>,  hut  t»»  inHii>ii  r  ;  :ind 
tlie  Inlinite  I'aiht  r  (hu  >  imi  (  hi ium  If  from  couiplianec 

with  this  gen'ral  hiw.  'i'h.  ic  i-  h.irdly  a  L're.iier  ali^nr«liiy, 
than,  that  a  man  whn  ha-  a  h.alv  with  mciiihcrs,  .nid  n  nnnd 
with  lacnhie.^  at  command,  .-h  aild  undcriaL.-  to  pfrTecl  hi^ 
beini,'  hy  idleness.  'i'he  <hiiiih  animal,  hy  iheir  h'ved 
activity,  ma)  j)ut  him  to  .-hime;  the  in.inimale  creaiu»n 
sustains  liim  in  iimic  imh  jii ;ii i-mi ,  Icr  excry  part  of  it  is  con- 
stantly at  work  h»r  ihe  \\\/.\  man,  while  he  i^  «h)in;;  nolbinir, 
or  next  lo  m)lhi!iL:,  l»»r  aii\  mit'.  II. iw  can  a  wlxde  >nuled, 
true  hearted  m;m,  he  (h  \rh'j)ed  m  ihi^  wav  .' 

M  r.  Pre.-ideiit  :  —  1  ha\e  a  rndit  t«»  say  thc'^e  tliin;js  on 
this  pl  nform,  hecauM"  ihev  are  truiv  I  have  full  pernnNsmn 
to  say  them,  hccau-i'  the  fad^  in  ihe  hi>tt»ry  of  thi>  (*lnircli 
and  r(:ligious  society,  as  tin  ■  d  iy  pres«Miied,  sIu»\n  that  very 
much  of  their   emi/lo\iiieul    l'*'r    the  half  century  has 


been  tliis  very  work  of  ediicaiiuii,  and  much  in  this  man- 
ner. A  travuk-r  liuiii  a  more  lasured  stuU',  in  rci^  ird  it)  ?oil 
and  climale,  was,  upon  a  tunc-,  pa-biiig  iliniUi^h  a  rou^h, 
and  bleak  [Xirtioii  cf  .New  KiiLilaiid,  and  u:,kt'd  a  liardy  rcs- 
idciil  what  |MM,p!.'  "  raiM-d"  licrc.  'I'lie  ri'|dy  \v.i'<,  *'\\c 
cannot  rai>L-  inneli  iroin  lliu  mjiI,  \n  e  buiul  >ch»H.|  hi>iiM'S 
and  clnirclHvs  and  r.n-r  mm.'  An«l  biirciv,  sir,  had  \vc  in>l 
been  tt)-day  ttJd  <>['  il,,'  \  dur  t.l  )(iur  sod  for  u^'riculliirc, 
\vu  mi^ht  (•a.'>dy  ^uppu-c  >.ml  ii.ucltr  loliavt;  lakrn  ibi*^  {»  »r- 
isb  on  bis  way. 

A  good  man,  w  bo  once  lived  and  prayed  amon«^  you,  of- 
ten preilictecj  ib  il  lle.ilb  wonld  e\enli]ally  become*  a  f/irr/i 
pastiin.  And  tndy,  mi,  jndjin^r  ifian  liie  nmnber  (jf  ^'«m»(J 
and  riilliful  jdierd.-,  w  bo  b  ivi-  ^'».ne  linlb,  as  lo  d.iv  re- 
ported, to  leed  ibi.'  li  n  k  d  (itMl,  l^oib  at  bume  ami  iii 
foreiirn  lands,  we  nib  r,  lb  it.  a-  maltei  of  bi>lory,  il  h.i?»  for 
:i  ball'  century  j)a.-l  been  a  i/recii  paMnre  where  m  iiin  prec- 
ions  lamb.T  in  ('bri-l's  lluck  b  i\e  br.-n  rr  ired  to  m.tlnnly. 
May  the  pri'iliciioii  m  r^  iiM-,  b(;  luller  tb  ni  ihe  hi>lorv, 
wbile  be  wboin  tlie  lloly  dim-i  b;i^  now  .set,  as  ovi-rsccr, 
shall  conlinne  to  I'l  lmI  and  ;^niidc  the  .^lui  p  ami  the  lambii 
oi"  this  nioimtaui  iobl. 

Let  the  Select  .m  IiooI,  as  liie  nobb-  pd.-i  ship  ihal  has 
done  so  nuu:b,  in  leadini^  ibt;  \unib  ol  iliis  lown  lo  ex- 
cellence and  honor,  let  ibi  .^eb  i  l  m-1m»«»I  l)e  ev(  r  lurni>he«l 
with  a  <r()()d  ca[)tain  ;  bt  it  >  \er  In-  manned  with  \Miiih  who 
are  so  trained  at  iioine,  as  to  do  the  mo^i  m  school.  Loi 
the  common  school,  as  the  >njaller,  tbiai^b  more  im|>«»rlaMl 
craft,  be  imder  the  iii-(iuc;icn  ui"  I'liiblnl  li-achers,  and  wise 
s.]j)erint(.'n(leiils  ;  and  what  lie. lb  bis  ever  heiMi,  clurinjr 
the  la4  lifty  years,  even  in  le  r  nio-i  p  dmy  tlay^,  ^ho  may 
vet  be;  if  imt  in  numbers,  )et  cerini.ly  m  inlelleclual  and 
imjral  worlli. 
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You,  who  have  beuii,  aiul  are  n-iw  laljiirin<r  in  the  school 
and  r,uiiily,  are  furciMy  reiiiiiidL-c]  that  Vdu  are  rajiiJly  has- 
teiiinir  to  the  close  of  yuur  uurk.  Where  are  the  fuiheri 
who  called  this  aged  minisU'r  to  the  jia^ioral  ulhce  /  He 
who  1ms  hecii  recouiiliii^  uic  u^irdrrfid  u t.rks  i.f  God  lo 
you  and  y.uii  -^,  auiioniK  .  d,  ih.ii  hj  nm^i  dcdivcr  his  iiie.s- 
sacre  from  "old  and  u  iihcrcMllip.."  JI,.  iiiu>l  ^ooii  ihe 
upper  branch  ol"  ihi'  :rrc-at  Ciinly.  The  <.|d  pulpa  has  al- 
ready .rone,  (takiiiir  up  a  rraLOih  iit  of  ii,)  and  the  iiilhicucc 
which  ha<  procccdt'd   Iimih  will  h-.-  ready  to  nrcci  hiiu 

houie,  as  au  iuMrunicut  who  h.is  lurn.-.l  in.uy  to  rii,'hleous- 
iiess.  Let  us  hred  i\ir  uuIlmhoh  m  rrlaiioij  d,  uur.M'lves  ; 
for  soon  the  shach-ws  of  »jc  iiii  \uil  he  cImhii^'  tiowd  upon 
the  journey  oi'  our  livi-  — ihr  ruiinniK.^ioue.l  aii;:^!  will"  be 
liasteninnr  over  the  j^l.iiu  to  ri  lu  vc  us  of  our  heavy  burdcii;*, 
and  couvc-y  u.-^  throuidi  ihu  daik  v  alley. 

To  the  senliuient: — "  .1/^'/  the  Imi'ts  a/  tin  t/tc  tcirc  Jor 
tilt  Ju  (iJliiL^  of   till'  tuiluni^  ;" 

llev.  J.  1).  Sijiith,  of  (.'ij  arhunont,  remarked: — In  rcrlain 
parls  of  the  earth,  as  is  \wll  kunwn,  ili"-re  arises  from  the 
hjurface  of  the  <,n()Uiid  a  >nhile  ima-iu  ih.il  i.>  fatal  in  il^  in- 
lluence  to  health  and  \  ii^or,  and,  .-oimi  ones,  e\  en  to  life  ii-^cif. 
Silently  and  uu>e(  ii  it  c!ieoinpa>--.-  its  violinjs,  breallies 
upon  thcuu  Its  j)oi-onous  hrc  ilh,  and  funis  llirou^^h  ail  their 
veins  the  lii>\vniL,^  streams  of  lite.  liui  iliouirli  mankind  are 
unable  to  secure  theni.-el\es  ellrctually  a:;;iinst  the  insidiouji 
attacks  of  this  foe  to  hiralih  ami  lilc,  yet  they  are  ih»l  left  un- 
provided with  n  remedy  for  the  noM'hn  f-  that  it  works  within. 
For  the  Creator  has  phmt.d  ami  cau-rd  to  -rrow  out  of  ihc  bos- 
om of  the  earth  the  (rracefii!  and  heall h-bcar ing  C'irchona — 
the  tree  that  yields  the  famed  IN  ruvian  bark.  Inestimably 
precious  gift  of  heaven —ihi  .  tree  '     It  >,lands  "  for  llu«  heal- 
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ing  of  the  nations/'  ;md  as  a  li\iij<f  witness  that  CioJ  is 
good  and  lli.a  IIu  cares  fur  in;.n. 

But,  my  htart-r^,  llicre  :ue  in  ilil-  wurld  of  ours  nut  (;nly 
phyhiciil,  l)ul,  al-c),  mural  niiasmata— ijol  only  |ii»4hons  for 
ll)C  body,  hut  poiMins  likewise  for  ihe  soul.  And,  alas! 
these  hitler  jn)l->.ii-,  ihe-e  iin.ral  nnasniala,  pervade,  hoi 
here  and  tliere  aonic  isolated  >|).,is  alone,  hut  they  encom- 
pass, as  with  an  aiui. )-i)here  of  death,  ihe  whole  hahilahlc 
worhh  Our  worhl  i-,  an  a|M.«^ialc  wurld,  and  a  wurM  where 
every  thin^r  tend-.  tuwintU  (:..rrn|nion  and  tleaih.  The  ^mU 
of  men  are  poisoned,  and  a  ihuii-and  nitliiences  are  every 
where  at  work  to  poison  them  w  i  nmre  ami  more — 'idl  they 
shall  die  the  Second  l><'  ith. 

Such  is  the  moral  c.  .ndulon  of  mankmd.  Hut  is  ilu-rc 
no  remedy  ?  \\  \>  (iod  piu\idrd  an  aniiduie  f^ir  |>i»isMneii 
bodies,  and  ne^^hclfd  to  provide  an  anluloie  for  |iMis,,|,ed 
souls  ?  No,  no  ;  Init  amid-t  th«-  mor.d  a^  well  as  anudsl 
tlie  j)hysical  miaMiiata  of  thr  \\..ihl  In-  ha-^  planleii  a  "  irt-e 
of  life  :"  and  that  tree  of  lilr  i-  ih.-  Hihle,  whose  "  leave:*," 
whose  truths,      are  tor  the  lu-alm;;  ol"  the  n  iiious  " 

Yes,  my  hearers,  it  i>  hv  ^  /////,  and  not  by  bold  CiMijeri- 
nrc  or  ingenious  theory,  that  ihc  e\iU  that  alilicl  hum  niilv 
are  to  be  removed — to  be  ln  ah  d.  Preeminently  by  Scrip- 
tural truth  is  thi>  to  be  ellrrted  ;  and  )et  all  truth  is  .saluta- 
ry— is  heaiiiiii-.  And  ri'i^anN  a  lu-almg,  salutary  ndhi- 
ence,  next  to  reveah d  truth  to  be  ranked  lli>turic  truth. 
Indeed,  hi>t()rv  is  but  anoiln  r  level  .tion  —  is  (lod  leachinj^ 
by  facts.  l'\)r  b\  kuowini,^  ihe  pa>l  we  do  foreknow  the  fu- 
ture ;  and  by  kiu)\\  inn;  how  (  ommuiiilie*^  have  prospered, 
we  know  how  to  maki'  iht  in  pn  -pt  r  a;jaiii.  Acct.rdiii;,'  !•» 
the  narrative  to  which  we  lia\e  ihis  day  been  li>lenin»5,  this 
particular  commiiiiil\  of  lb  aih  h.t<  known  seasons  of  f»reat 
prosperity.      Ahjrals   and    ndgion    ha\e    llouri.shed  here. 
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Schools  have  fluuri.-hed  here,  aiul  ihc  religious  socieiv  aiul 
the  church  liave  heeii  in  an  enviabie  coiiiJiiion.  And  iiuw 
I  J^ay,  that  a  knowledge  of  ihis  p  bl  |)ro>|ii  rii) ,  and  of  ihe 
means  aiul  apjiliances  that  secured  ii  ; — tins  kriuulcd^e  1 
say,  it'  rightly  iinj)ro\ed,  may  make  llealh  prosper  once 
more,  and  bring  back  again  lu  her  bcliool.--,  licr  religious 
society,  and  li<  r  church  their  mt).«?i  palmy  days. 

l!ist(jry,  thtu,  [)rcciMU>,  and  we  should  >cL-k  In  |)rc»cr\c 
ev(My  scrap  dI"  it. 

I  remend)er  that  when  I  first  caine  lo  the  town  of  Char- 
lemont,  1  round  ihi-rc  two  c  Kl  men  who  bad  bci  ii  soldicr>  of 
the  re\ okillon.  'J'bcy  liad  b(jtb  bt  (  li  in  the  Linioiiis  balllc 
of  Bunker  Hill — our  in  tbr  ndout,  and  the  other  at  ilje 
rail-fenc(3.  'J'o  bear  tlu  -e  ohl  nun  1(11  their  >luric'»  w as 
to  U]r.  a  spcci.il  di  liglit  ;  and  buw  oUt-n  Murr  b:i\ e  I  wi-hcil 
that  1  bad  takiMi  niv  p^  n  and  noird  down  ihi'ir  words  ai 
thoy  were  spoken  —  ibu-e  >iniple  }ei  (.!«Mpirnl  word**  which 
tbi'V  sp()l^(;  \^ben  lei-t >jb  (  li'.l  >e.  ne>  b  id  warmed  again  tlicir 
airc(l  hearts,  and  (piickfue  I  lb-'  blood  in  all  their  veinn. 
ilow  much  1  wi-b  I  h  id  (bme  tin-  :  f.>r  to  ibi  ii  now  it  is  all 
too  late.  Tho-e'  oh!  soldiers  of  freedtun  are  now  in  iheir 
graves,  ami  bisiorv,  tlniMin.:,  precious  hi>tory,  lies  buried 
with  them. — liuried  with  iheni,  f>r  they  encli  of  them  saw 
e^ometbing,  and  bearii  sonielhiiiL'',  ami  fell  sonieihing  wliicli 
no  others  did.  lli-torv,  1  ri  pe;ii,  a  jK.rtion  (d'  it,  lies  bur- 
ied in  those  old  soldier^'  gra\('s. 

But,  111)  friends,  an  aged  m-iU  Ins  come  to  us  lo  day, 
l)rmLnng  back  to  u>  a  p.)rtion  of  the  !ii>tory  of  the  pa^i  : 
and 

<'  He  a  soldier  loo— ok  trctm  ; 
11.',  :i  lu  lu  Iruiii  his  youili.'" 

Our  venerated  friend  ii  i>  served  long  under  llic  great 
Prince  Immanuel  ;  and  to-d  i)  he        been  (ellmg  us  of  his 
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conflicts  and  his  victories,    lie  has  come  lo  us  bringing 

back,  as  I  have   saiil,  ilic   ln-h.iy  of  ihe  pa^i — hi>i(>ry  ihat 

hliould  be  L-[)i'ciall)  ml'  rc-lin:^  lu  ihu  j)r».[ilc  of  lhi>  low  ii. 

ILu  has  tohl    wai  uf  p  i-l   pii.  jicniy  ami  ol*  vnur  pnsl 

t'rrors,  ami  has  thii-  h(  rii  Imiii-hm-j  nuu  wiih  vabiable  aids 

as  rojX'CLs  the  lutiirc.     .\iitl,  -mcly,  \^^\\  cammi  be  willing 

lliat  hi.-^  wunls  ^^hoidd  vani-h  wiih  ihi-  breath  that  j^ave  tiR-ni 

iitteraiiC(;  in  Nour  cai::  .'     No,  you  want  lliciii  uii  ihe  iJii/tttd 

page  lor  yoin-L'l vcs   aii(j  yt»ur  i  hihln  ii   i«»  pondt-r  over  by 

your  firesides.    'IMiis  is  \our  wj-h  I  know,  and  lliereforu  I 

^vouhl  now  make  the  iuHowiier  himIioh,  : 

That  a  c()|)y  of  die  lii^cuiiiM?  to  which  \vc  liavo  ihis  <l:iy  Ii>trnrd 
willi  bo  iniicii  ihiLiol,  h\i  icnucsled  li'i  puhlirahoii,  lu-'rihcr  uilli  so 
much  uf  ih-'  prufci'tliir/^  (•!  lliis  iiwrhii;.;  as  il  may  tlrrmc-l  oi|»cili- 
eiU  lo  jnihhsh  ;  and  llial  llic  whole  uiaiur  ul  ))iibhca(ioii  be  rcffirt-il 

to  ihf  cuiininnci.-  uf  an  .iii-.'i-in'  ii' 

Ill  risiii^r  lo  second  the  iiioiiun,  Mr.  11  i-nn.;n ,  in  sub-l  iiice 
said: — 1  wonhl  not  wiilc  a  man'.-  <  pil  i|di  and  pni  up  bis 
rrravc  stones  before  lii>  deaili,  but  il  ibc  -.'oimI  po«.plo  iii 
IfiNith  wonM  rcjuire  to  cre<-t  a  m..mimci:l  lo  their  filhcr.^, 
ami  to  the  Muiinlam  S!i(  [)h  i»l  of  llnrtv-iK  \car> — :i  nn»ii- 
ument,  as  linn  ami  end un  11:4-  a-  i1k-m-  m-.nni.'.m-,  v.  ho-c  lieiudil 
sliall  cast  a  shadow  half  round  the  w.-rld,  and  ih.il  >liall  be 
so  h'L^ihly  in-crilnil,  that  it  n» ay  he  di-lim-lly  read  in  Iwo 
continents  and  a  Immln  d  id,.mN, —  piini  t !iis  reiiiar kablc 
sermon  and  sea'tcr  the  h-a\c-  1.  r  ihe  lu-  dimr  id'  ll»<-  nations. 

'i'lie  above  motion  w  a-  iin  .iinnv>n-ly  p.i-ed  by  the  ct»n- 
grooaition. 

Here  we  were  reluct  ml ly  con»j)elled,  by  the  laieiioss  t»l 
the  hour,  to  hire^^ro  the  i.i  iVil.-M-  of  liMenin:  t(»  remarks 
from  several  other  L^enllem.  n  vJio  wonld  ha\»-  inlcr(  sled  the 
audience  had  lime  permnti  d. 

After  prayer  by  Kev.  W  V.  Clark,  ol  Oraie:.-.  K(  V.  Mr. 
Miller  prononnced  the  Ih  iied ic 1 1.  n  ;  -  u  Im  h  A^^-vA  the  pnb- 
bic  exercises  of  tin-  decj.ly  ini<  k  Mm.:  occaHoii. 


J,,     ^  Ml,.    .     If'/;  •  ' 


f    u    ill  »• 


A  rri' xDix. 


A. 


Mrs.  J^i  ihiah  I\Iiller,  wiH;  of  Kcv.  Muses  Miller,  died  in  Pcriage, 

N.  Y.,  Augiir^t  17,  Ibl^,  a;^'r<l  &J  years. 


Mrs.  Sarah  Dickinson,  a  ilau«,'hicr  of  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  whu  occu-' 

picdlhe  oM  raiiiily  duelling,  and  wliu  died  July  17,  lb  13. 


Mr.  Thumas  Spencer  iMiller,  son  of  Kcv..Mr.  Miller,  who  died  Aug. 
1,  IS  13,  ai  ihe  old  family  dwelling',  while  he  was  luior  id  AmhciM 

Culle^-e.  ■ 


The  names  (jf  all  Irum  Hcaih,  who  have  become  Ministers  of  the 

Gospel. 

Rev.  Joshua  Leaviii,  at  pn  senl  an  Editor,  New  York  Cily. 
Lowel  Smith,  Missionary. 
John  C.  Thompson,  Ilolyoke. 

Stoj^hen  T  Allen,  ai  present  an  Editor,  New  York  City. 

William  I luu  land,  M i.ssp »ii:iry • 
r.,einiit'l  Li'iiiiard,  ."Muvl-uu,  N.  Y. 
Divul  11  Thayer,  W.-sl.  rn  New  Yoik. 
*'   Ge<Ji"^e  Di'nlon,  Dapii.si,  llUuoi:>. 


r.eilnah  A.  Miller,        "        "     W  A.  Nichuls. 
"      liaiiiiah  ];.  ."Miller,       "  I.,  iniiel  Leonard. 

Kli/abeili  Taylor,        "        "     Fu-ih-nc  Ayrr,  Misiionary. 


C 
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Anna  Uerry, 


Cordeli.'i  Dickinson, 


"     Sarah  Jane  liasliiiL^'s, 


I\Iary  Temj)le, 


"     Susan  Heed, 


William  lli>\\laiid, 
JaiiH.s  Nichi'li. 
Atithony  ('a^e,  Boplist. 
Selh  Ilarily. 
Ml  .^^mith'. 


1\ 


The  names  of  ihe  I'hvsieians  who  onjrinated  from  Heath. 
Jonas  I'roun,  ll.irrini:ton  I'.rown, 
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David  Allen,  Cvrus  K.  Fisk, 

Horace  Smith,  J.  G.  Holland, 

Loren  Allen,  Jonaihan  IVinplc, 

rtubwcll  'J  lask,  Cyrus  Tem|»lo. 

G. 

The  names  ut  ihe  Lawyers  \k\io  on^ihaictl  lioin  Heath. 
Hun.  Junaihan  Leavm.  Judge  ul  ihc  Supiciuc  Couii. 
Sylvester  Maxwell,  ol  CI»arleii»oiil. 
Ju  diua  Leavilt,  since  a  .MiatMer  and  nu  Kililur. 

Hi'ury  Tenij'le 

H. 

'J'humas  S.  M lili  r  aii.l  Juhn  M.  KiiierMJU. 
!. 

The  product  of  one  Farm  m  1I«  iih,  as  lakeu  fr»»m  Report  of  Agn- 
cull u re  of  IMussat  husflls,  1^11 

The  I'arm  cuiiiained  one  hutulred  and  ten  acres.  Six  acres  in  iil- 
h\ge,  twenty  in  l^jL,'li>h  mowin«^,  seventy  in  paiiura'o'e.  icn  iu  wood. 

The  soil  IS  described  a-,  loamy  and  hilly. 

The  stuck — hui.->c  s,  2  ;  cuw^,  I  ,  >licep,  1?.'»U  ;  bwme,  4  j  colls, 
I'liODL'CTS. 

English  hay,  'J  1-1  luiis  }>er  acre,  4j  tons. 

Wheal,  2U  Ui*li. 

Indian  Corn,  20  *• 

Oils,  200  " 

Totaiues,  liH»0 
Swedish  Turnips,  2t) 
Flat  Turnips,  20  »• 

Fork,  I'JUl)  lbs.,  suld  fur  S120.1K) 
Butter,  lUO  lbs,  "  6«».f»7 
New  !\Iilk  Cheese,  -lUU  lbs.,  suld  for  2^,lKl 
Wool,  m)  lbs.,  soKl  fur  676, lU) 

Cider,  10  bbls.,  10,00 
Winitr  Apjiles,  'Jo  bu>h  ,  sold  for  6,00 
iManure  made,  Cnni  loaiN. 
Wood  used,  50  Curds. 
The  sheep  arc  described  as  a  niixrii  rare  of  Saxony  and  Merino 
blood,  and  I  he  average  yield  (d'  Wool,     lbs.  10  o/. 

Tiiis,  [)rfMiming  it  was  wi  11  washed,  is  an  extraordinary  yield. 
The  size  u{'  ih<'  loads  of  m  unii-e  is  ni4  ;.:iven  ;  we  can  only  inlet  Iroiu 
the  facts  that  the  team  was  liglil,  the  land  hilly,  and  the  luiinU  r  un- 
usually large. 

The  who!.'  amount  of  sales  reached  tluT'i.  Value  of  produce 
used  or  reserved,    JOO.    The  cost  of  lal)or,  S-OO. 

I\Ian's  labor,  board  include.l,  is  raird  at,  jv  r  year,  8'JOO  ,  JXT  month, 
S17  ;  per  day,  75  cenis  ;  board  ol  man  at  il,50,  |ht  week. 

This  fanner  .stales  ih  ii  live  acres  of  liis  land  proiliicc-.  annually  an 
average  of  four  tons  of  huv  to  the  acre  al  onecutiin;>'     The  siiuaiion 
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of  the  land  is  not  given.    He  mentions  a  farmer  in  his  neighborhood 
having  pro.luced  the  curreni  year.  iVoui  seven  cows  am!  one  luo  years 
heilLT,  uliich  calved  in  June,  2i5u  Ihs.  of  new  milk  cheese  and 
lbs.  of  buiicr.  ' 

Accordin-iu  State  Staiisiics,  eiidin-  Aj.ril  1,  1815.  ii  was  esiimaied 
that  VJ,2(j3  lbs.  of  butter  w.-re  made  veai  ly  — valued  at  t'J.4(rs  ;  ^00 
lbs.  cheese,  valued  at  lii,u.-U  lbs.  maple  Mi-ar,  va'lut-d  ai 

;  \Mn  sln'.-|,,  valued  at  ^'2,2  VJ  ■  A.'Mi  lbs.  w<kjI  pii>,luced.  valued 
at  .S1,3UU,  neat  calile,  valued  ai  $lJ/^uy  ;  20b5U  iiic,  vaiucd  ai 
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The  naiuLS  ul  ihe  sclilcd  Pasioi-b  of  ihis  Ciiuich. 
nam:.s.  Iu'hen  ^cttled     dismissiid.    I  uito 

TiCv^.  Joseph  Siruri-,  |Ofi.  27,  I7'.»U  June  10. 

Mu^es  .Miller,  ,Dec.  *Jti,  l>Ol.  A\n\  21,  ISKI 

Calvin  BmK'i,  cullea.'Oci.  31,  IbJ^.  lb  10.! 

^'    S  nnael  M.  Ciuorbou,  Sep.  ]u,  1>I0.  July  20,  1811 

JuMiili  Fislier,  (St  |)  7,  1M2  Aui,'.  17,  lfcl3. 

Al[)lieiib  Uriivcs,        Juuc  1^,  l^^jl.j 


Ten  leiiiale^  inariied  Pliysiciaiis,  viz 

J\liss  IMary  Hunt     niuiiie.l   Dr.  IClxMHver  Tucker, 
"    Olive  Diekin.soii, 
Sauili  Clienry, 
CviiiliKi  KUL'-, 


Marlboro'  Vl. 
llealh. 


Kiuily  II.  A. lams,  ' 

Cufvlt'lia  K  Ailani^  * 
Claniula  Allfii, 

LyJia  H  'iiry,  • 

PrudeuK'  !  I. Miry,  ' 
I'^lli'M-  Til  lyer, 

Kaiiiiy  While^  * 


li.-i,r-e  Hill, 
J»»M'|)li  ICuhmnoh, 
Ale.vanil»  r  Poi»l. 
N.iihan  .M.  nenii^, 
()^^<•UHl^  lieinis, 
J.jaas  \V.  S.iuili 

\V.  Su'phcns,  CiuiHuril, 
.S  imuel  .^llJo^,         Caii  iatj,  N.  Y 
I)  ivul  I  Ji^0(K.•k, 
.Mtj.^es  liirrell, 


Dennis. 
Howe. 

lJraiileburo,Vi 


Pl((^(u\Vh, 

Cliurleinoat. 


Tuo  riKUTit.'il  I'rinler^,  viz.: 
I\Iiss  .Araitlia  S.i\vy«'r  tu  .Mr.  D-in.-  ll.  .M i^^i. .nary . 

Kniily  (i  ill-  [n  yiv.  Cuail    11   ih^n^uii,  Pjinler  atid  Editor. 

married  La\vyer.>,  vi/.  ; 
Miss  IMargarcili'  S   11  i^iiir^s  lu  Uussell  E.  Dewey. 
Hannah  II.  'rcmple  lu  Ge(Ji^'<'  I).  l)ur^«-i>. 
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